
REVISTA INTERNACIONAL DE 
ESTUDIOS SOBRE TERRORISMO

YEAR 2022  - ISSUE 5

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ARTICLES

When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the Taliban and the opium industry 
in Afghanistan
Ana Aguilera

Martyrdom in theory and practice of jihadism: Hamas’ case
Daniel Pérez

Women on the extreme right: violence and radicalization in the female universe 
Marisa López

Impact of the Covid-19 in the terrorist threat: present and future
Elena Campillo

HISTORY OF TERRORISM

BIBLIOGRAPHIC REVIEW: Las sectas de la Yihad. Yihadismo terrorista, derecho y factor religioso.
Yolanda Alonso

DID YOU KNOW THAT...?

Terrorist organization: Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

The event: Hijacking of Lufthansa flight 181

IN MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS

EDITORIAL POLICY

EDITORIAL

Ephemeris 



EDITORIAL BOARD

CARLOS IGUALADA
Director

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Carmen Aguilera
Centre for Analysis of the Radical Right 
Sergio Altuna
Real Instituto Elcano
Ignacio Álvarez-Ossorio
Complutense University
Rubén Arcos
Rey Juan Carlos University
Carlos Ardila
Escuela de Guerra de Colombia
Cristina Ariza
Tony Blair Institute of Global Change
Miguel Ángel Ballesteros
Departamento de Seguridad Nacional
Tamir Bar-On
Tec de Monterrey 
Jose María Blanco
Autonoma University of Madrid
Alessandro Boncio
European Foundation for Democracy
Moussa Bourekba
Barcelona Centre for International Affairs
Alberto Bueno
Pablo de Olavide University
Pilar Cebrián
Freelance Journalist
Álvaro Cremades
Complutense University of Madrid 
Luis de la Corte
Autonoma University of Madrid
Gustavo Díaz
Complutense University of Madrid
Jesús Díez
Departamento de Seguridad Nacional

Gaizka Fernández
Centro Memorial de las Víctimas del Terrorismo
Carola García-Calvo
Real Instituto Elcano
Alexandra Gil
State Secretariat Government of Spain
Tore Hamming 
International Centre for the Study of 
Radicalisation
Thomas Hegghammer 
Norwegian Defence Research Establishment
María Jiménez
Navarra University
Raúl López Romo
Centro Memorial de las Víctimas del Terrorismo
María Lozano
UNOCT
Francesco Marone
George Washington University
Manuel Moyano
Cordoba University
Diego Muro
St. Andrews University
Petter Nesser
Norwegian Defence Research Establishment
Matteo Re
Rey Juan Carlos University
Jerónimo Ríos
Complutense University of Madrid
Agata Serranò
Autonoma University of Madrid
Louie Dean Valencia
Texas University
Aaron Zelin
Washington Institute for Near East Policy

JAVIER YAGÜE
Chief Editor



REVISTA INTERNACIONAL DE ESTUDIOS 

SOBRE TERRORISMO

https://www.gva.es/es/inicio/presentacion
https://www.gva.es/es/inicio/presentacion
https://observatorioterrorismo.com/
https://observatorioterrorismo.com/
https://covite.org/
http://www.interior.gob.es/
https://www.exteriores.gob.es/es/Paginas/index.aspx
https://www.euskadi.eus/gobierno-vasco/inicio/
http://www.memorialvt.com/


YEAR 2022  - ISSUE 5

INDEX

EDITORIAL

ARTICLES

When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the 
case of the taliban and the opium industry in 
Afghanistan
Ana Aguilera

Martyrdom in the theory and practice of jihadism: 
Hamas’ case
Daniel Pérez
Women on the extreme right: violence and 
radicalization in the female universe
Marisa López

Impact of the Covid-19 in the terrorist threat: 
present and future 
Elena Campillo

HISTORY OF TERRORISM

BIBLIOGRAPHIC REVIEW
Las sectas de la Yihad. Yihadismo terrorista, 
derecho y factor religioso
Yolanda Alonso

DID YOU KNOW THAT...?

-  The terrorist organization: Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam
-  The event: Hijacking of Lufthansa flight 181

IN MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS 

EDITORIAL POLICY

PAGE
5

7

19

31

46

57

58
63

54

65

70

-  Ephemeris

64

REVISTA INTERNACIONAL DE 
ESTUDIOS SOBRE TERRORISMO



ISSN 2660-9673 YEAR 2022 - ISSUE 5
Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo5

Editorial

 On March 3, the Obsevatorio Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo (OIET) presented the 
fifth edition of the Anuario del terrorismo yihadista, a work that analyzes the evolution of the jiha-
dist phenomenon in global and regional terms based on the different dynamics and trends developed 
throughout the year. This research shows once again that jihadist terrorism continues its unstoppable 
expansion throughout the world, growing especially in a large part of the African continent. Along the 
same lines as other recent reports published by research centers such as the Africa Center for Strategic 
Studies, the Western Sahel region has become the main hub for global jihadist activity given the high 
capacity of different terrorist organizations. Among these groups, the territorial branches of both Al 
Qaeda and the Islamic State stand out, both having a significant presence in the territory of Mali and 
Burkina Faso. 

 Likewise, the work published by the OIET also makes an analysis of the impact that terrorism 
has had on Western Europe during the last four years. Among some of the ideas that can be extracted 
is the one that points out that the vast majority of the attacks that have occurred in this period of time 
are the work of terrorists acting on their own account and who have no direct link with structured 
terrorist organizations beyond the ideological influence that these may exert on them through their 
propaganda. These people who decide to take the step towards committing attacks resort to the means 
at their disposal, such as bladed weapons or vehicles, given the difficulties in financing and organizing 
an attack that requires greater logistical or economic planning. This generally results in less lethal 
attacks with a reduced number of fatalities. According to the Anuario del terrorismo yihadista 2021, 
69% of attacks in Western Europe between 2018 and 2021 resulted in one or no fatalities. 

 Finally, this report alerts to the high incidence and direct relationship between attacks occu-
rring on European soil and violent radicalization processes inside prisons, since one in three attacks 
perpetrated in Europe over the last four years have been committed either by individuals radicalized 
in prison or by prisoners already previously convicted of terrorism who reoffend once they rejoin 
society after serving their sentence. All this, without forgetting the various attacks on prison staff that 
have occurred inside prisons by radicalized individuals.

 Focusing on the contents of issue 5 of RIET, the reader will find a wide range of content re-
lated to terrorism studies, both from an academic perspective and from an informative one. As for 
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the scientific content, four research articles are presented. The first is the work of Ana Aguilera, who 
analyzes the relationship established between terrorism and drug trafficking based on the case study of 
the Taliban and opium in Afghanistan. In the second paper, Daniel Pérez delves both theoretically and 
practically into the instrumentalization of martyrdom by the terrorist group Hamas. Thirdly, Marisa 
López carries out a study focused on the gender perspective in which she addresses the role of women 
in the processes of radicalization within violent right-wing extremist movements. Finally, and as a 
signature within the Young Researchers Network, Elena Campillo studies the impact that Covid-19 
has had and may have in the short-term future on the development of the threat posed by terrorism.

 As a complement to these academic contributions, we present a new bibliographic review by 
Yolanda Alonso in relation to the work Las sectas de la Jihad. Terrorismo yihadista, derecho y factor 
religioso, authored by Ángel López-Sidro. 

 Moving on to the informative sections, the reader will find in History of terrorism a new sec-
tion which aims to reflect the most relevant events that have occurred in relation to the terrorist phe-
nomenon during the last four months. Likewise, in the other two traditional contents, we delve into 
the Tamil Tigers and the hijacking of flight 181 in October 1977 by Palestinian terrorists. Along with 
all this, we present a new installment of the section Did you know that...? and we bring this issue 5 to 
a close with the contribution of Inés Gaviria and her remembrance of the victims of terrorism. In this 
case, the researcher emphasizes the victims who managed to survive terrorist attacks. Based on the 
stories of Jesús Lolo, Alejandro Ruiz-Huerta, José María Lobato and Jon Ruiz, she brings to light that 
the people who survive terrorist attacks are often the great victims forgotten by society. 

 Finally, on behalf of the Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo, we would like to 
thank the Centro Memorial de las Víctimas del Terrorismo for its commitment to scientific research. 
The collaboration and sponsorship agreement that we have signed with both institutions will allow us 
to continue to grow and set new goals for the future.



ISSN 2660-9673 YEAR 2022 - ISSUE 5
Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo7

Article

Ana Aguilera

When terrorism thrives on the drug 
trade: the case of the taliban and 
the opium industry in Afghanistan

Abstract
The link between terrorism and the opium trade is not a new phenomenon in Afghanistan. Drug trafficking as a source of 
funding has been a common practice by several actors in the country considered the epicentre of illegal opium produc-
tion in the world. The Taliban are no exception to this reality, profiting from the drug trade for almost three decades. The 
dependence on drugs as a major economic lifeline for society and for terrorism are two of the key factors that act as driv-
ing forces for an instability that favours the emergence of “chaos zones” where opium and heroin trafficking and pro-
duction are more profitable in foreign markets than other licit businesses within the existing international system. These 
elements have ultimately proved necessary for the survival of a form of governance that now reigns in the country’s 
internal political calculations, thereby increasing the levels of risk both regionally and internationally and perpetuating a 
form of socio-economic feedback loop for the country that is unlikely to be easily resolved in the short to medium term.
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1. Introduction: Afghanistan, the drug production hub in Asia

 The year 2018 marked the record year for opium poppy production in Afghanistan, with more 
than 260,000 hectares under cultivation (UNODC, 2021:62). This figure should not in principle have 
a negative impact on global health, as the plant has multiple properties for therapeutic purposes from 
which derivatives such as morphine or codeine are extracted. However, highly harmful and illegal 
narcotics such as heroin, a highly addictive drug with massive black-market consumption, are also 
derived from the plant’s capsules. With exorbitant profits in billions of dollars annually and a growing 
demand in Europe and North America, the global opium and heroin trade is mainly distributed from 
Afghanistan, making it the most dependent country on the drug as a source of economic survival.

 In 2017, Afghan opium sales accounted for about 6 and 11% of the country’s GDP, with more 
than 200,000 people directly involved in opium cultivation, while data suggests that the country now 
cultivates more than 85% of all opium poppy production globally (UNODC, 2021:52). Afghanistan 
is thus a country that presents itself as the world’s opium and heroin hub, with such a strong GDP 
dependence on drug trafficking that it becomes almost inevitable to detach from it. 

 Generally speaking, the drug trafficking industry tends to emerge in the most remote or least 
controlled transit areas or places on earth, often referred to as grey zones. They are usually close to 
their supply channel, a breeding ground or fertile space where drug production can be exploited to the 
maximum extent possible in order to maximize the economic benefits that can be extracted from it. 
In this sense, there are a series of factors that make Afghanistan one of the most ideal places to carry 
out this type of illegal economic activity. These include the history of violence that has historically 
plagued the country, the failure of the state apparatus to provide alternative economic initiatives, the 
climate and soil conditions in certain areas of the country, and social poverty coupled with endemic 
high levels of corruption.

 The combination of these elements evokes a prolonged heightened risk and instability, feeding 
back on each other and resulting in an economy eminently based on the drug trade.

 Illegal drug trafficking, especially in the enclave between Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan, also 
known as the “Golden Crescent”1, has been a major source of income for actors who have found in 
its trafficking an important source of financing for their operations. This is the case of warlords, rival 
militias and insurgent groups that have plagued this country since before its decolonization, with the 
Taliban as the group that has made the most of this business and currently holds the leadership of 
the country standing out among them all. The conditions that have led the terrorist group to estab-
lish a link with the opium and heroin trade invite us to learn about the evolution of this phenomenon 
over the last decades, analyzing to what extent there is a relationship of dependence on drugs for the 
functioning of their organization and exploring the Taliban’s past and present strategy around poppy 
cultivation.

1  Another major source of opium supply and trafficking is the area known as the “Golden Triangle”, comprising Laos, Myanmar and 
Thailand, where the profits generated by opium production and trafficking amount to more than 71 billion dollars. However, it is geographically 
exempt from analysis as it is not the study region of the present paper.

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan
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2. Evolution of the opium industry and the Taliban before 9/11

 Opium production on a mass scale would not begin to have global implications until the 1980s 
during the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. In this context, the mujahedeen found in opium cultivation 
a source of funding to partially cover their military operations against the Soviets. When the Soviets 
triumphed over their communist enemies, dependence on the opium trade was unquestionable, mark-
ing the beginning of a country driven to become a “narco-economy” (Kreutzmann, 2007:612). Thus, 
from 100 tons produced before 1979, it rose to more than 3,000 tons in 1994 (Labrousse, 2005:3). 
Resistance merchants, known as ‘drug lords’, began to engage in the illicit drug trade, which travelled 
through Afghan lands and established itself in the corridors connecting the country with neighbor-
ing Pakistan (Calvillo and Gonzalez, 2018:8). In the Pashtun-dominated areas of Pakistani land, the 
opium processors in laboratories were placed, granting the mujahedeen military and financial refuge 
(Kreutzmann, 2007.612).

 When the Taliban movement emerged in 1994, they did not initially conceive exploiting the 
opium industry as a source of livelihood, relying instead on external donors and sponsors for their 
resources and operational capabilities, and on the trafficking of undeclared goods under the Afghan 
Transit Trade Agreement with Pakistan (Felbab-Brown, 2021). Another important source of funding 
would also come through small private donations, which contravened the abusive tolls forced to be 
paid by mafias or warlords (Yagüe, 2021:158). They thus gained the respect and support of the Af-
ghan population, whom they protected from theft and robbery of their crops, in a similar analogy to 
their counterpart in neighboring Pakistan Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, with whom they share history, 
ideology and even family descent2 (Brachman and Warius, 2008:4). With this one-stop payment prac-
tice, they managed to pocket millions of dollars from anyone passing through routes controlled by 
the group, both domestically and on roads leading abroad, reaching profits of more than $2 billion by 
the end of the first decade of this century (Brachman and Warius, 2008:5). Following the sanctions 
imposed on the terrorist group and Al Qaeda in Afghanistan by the UN Security Council Resolution 
1267, the Taliban are believed to have relegated their assets to trusted insiders in Pakistan, the United 
Arab Emirates and other places where ethnic Pashtun businessmen could be found3. 

 However, they soon discovered the profit they could make from the sale and distribution of 
opium in regional and international markets and proceeded to control the poppy-rich areas in the south 
and east of the country. Iran and Pakistan provided large profit margins in the regional market, and 
these and Central Asian countries such as Tajikistan and Turkmenistan served as transit points for the 
European and North American markets, where the profits generated by the opium business increased 
tenfold (Kreutzmann, 2007:618). Thanks to a drug-based economy, they were able to keep the fighters 
fit under extreme conditions and impose their formula of governance at the socio-political, legal and 
economic levels in a semi-autonomous manner and with a relatively independent dominance from the 
central state.

2  The Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan group and the Taliban also share mutual material interests, such as imposing tolls on licit and illicit transit 
along the corridor stretching from Karachi, the coastal city in the south of the country, or Balochistan, approaching the western border, to Afghan-
istan and Central Asia.
3  This cultural bond between Pashtun personalities and ethnic Pashtun groups has led to close ties in business, international relations, 
economics and trade.

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan
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 It was not only the Taliban insurgency that benefited from this business, as other resistance 
movements and even armed groups with connections to the government, police units or politically 
powerful warlords have also profited from its trafficking and sale. A striking case is illustrated by the 
Northern Alliance, an anti-Taliban coalition led at the time by commander Ahmad Shah Masood in the 
north-eastern wing of Afghanistan, which controlled approximately 5% of territory compared to 95% 
Taliban control in the rest of the country (Farrell and Thorne, 2004:83). This resistance movement, at 
the time of the overthrow of the Taliban in 2001, went from controlling 4,901 hectares of cultivation 
in 2000 to 6,732 hectares in 2001, and almost doubled that (11,319) in 2002 (Farrell and Thorne, 
2005:86). Even the Taliban’s ban on opium cultivation in 2000, during their fourth year in office, did 
not affect the anti-Taliban resistance’s ability to continue to profit from the opium trade, highlighting 
that the Taliban’s approach has generally been unimpeded in exploiting this resource as a source of 
both political and insurgent funding.

 By the time they came to power in 1996, the trend of opium cultivation remained at pre-Tali-
ban levels. It peaked in 1999, rising from 64,000 hectares of cultivation the previous year to 91,000 
hectares by 1999 (UNODC, 2021:5). Morphine and heroin processing laboratories returned from Pa-
kistan to Afghanistan, while the Taliban on their side and the Northern Alliance in Panjshir province 
continued their uninterrupted production. 

3. The geography of opium and its exploitation by the Taliban

 Identifying the opium-producing areas brings us closer to understanding the imposed reality 
until the summer of 2021. Before the Taliban took over Kabul, the Taliban disputed with the Afghan 
government about 200 of the country’s 398 districts, while maintaining control of about 70 districts 
in the central and border areas of the country. 

FIGURE 1. Areas of control contested between the Taliban and the government, April 2021

Source: Long War Journal

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan
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FIGURE 2. Opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan, 2018

 The key to this division of territory is that, among the areas that were under full Taliban con-
trol, there are important poppy fields and zones emerging as smuggling areas.

 The largest opium-producing district is Helmand, which was under Taliban control in their 
struggle against the Ghani-led central government (UNODC, 2021:5). The second place goes to Bagh-
dis, with certain provinces under Taliban control and others in dispute with the Afghan government. 
This province has, in fact, increased significantly as a drug-producing space, moving from third to 
second place from 2019 to 2020. The same occurs with Kandahar, Uruzgan, and Faryab, in the south, 
northwest and north of the country respectively, districts that rank third, fourth and fifth in opium-pro-
ducing areas. Finally, the provinces of Farah and Badakhshan, in sixth and seventh place respectively, 
were either entirely controlled by the Taliban or in dispute with the central government. The regional 
distribution of opium cultivation is mostly found in the southern flank of the country, followed by the 
north and west.  

 The above data reveal that the areas with the highest volume of Afghan opium production were 
all either controlled or actively contested by the Taliban insurgency prior to the seizure of Kabul last 
August, a struggle for control that translated not only into profits from trafficking but also in terms 
of taxes levied throughout the various stages of the drug production process (Azami, 2021). In fact, 
the province of Helmand, the country’s drug hub, was totally under the yoke of this terrorist group 
before the offensive that led them to establish the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan today, consolidating 
a heroin trafficking network that has intensively nourished its capital.

 The situation has contributed to increasing the development of the territory controlled by the 
movement and has had a major impact on its legitimacy as the undisputed vector of a state of well-be-
ing and economic security for the large segment of the population it supplies and has made it the guar-
antor of a regional prosperity that would give it broad support from the local population. However, 
it has also led to escalating levels of terrorist violence and insurgent attacks for control of the drug 
economy, as revealed by the fact that most of the provinces with a high volume of poppy cultivation, 
such as Helmand, Kandahar or Badakhshan, are also the areas with the highest volume of terrorist 
attacks and casualties recorded as a result of the Taliban insurgency (Piazza, 2012:214). An example 
of this occurred a few months before the Taliban took over the central government, when its militants 

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan
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launched an offensive against security forces by attacking checkpoints and their surroundings in Lash-
kar Gah, the capital of Helmand province. Helmand province, in fact, is the area where British and 
US forces suffered most of their losses during the War on Terror campaign (Greenfield, 2021). The 
drug economy has therefore fueled the development of the organization’s offensive capacity to such 
an extent that it has paved the way for the group’s triumph over the central government.

4. To what extent are the Taliban dependent on the opium industry?

 The Taliban maintain an important source of funding that is channeled through various means 
both domestically and abroad. Since they were ousted from power in 2001 after 9/11, the Taliban have 
tried to maintain a sophisticated network of opaque funding to finance their insurgent operations, the 
purchase of weapons and the remuneration of fighters who see more profit in the armed struggle for 
themselves and their families than in a legal and peaceful economic activity. According to the Chair-
man of the UN Security Council Committee in 2012, in 2011 alone the terrorist group had collected 
around $400 million in revenues (Security Council, 2012). By 2018, its annual profits had risen to $1 
billion, second only to the terrorist group Hezbollah in Lebanon (Yagüe, 2021:163). In addition to the 
legitimizing element in the political and social dimension, in the economic field the sale of opium has 
brought the organization large sums of money. In the fiscal year 2019-2020, the Taliban’s revenue is 
estimated at around $1,6 billion, of which the opium business brings in $416 million, almost a quarter 
of the total (Sufizada, 2021).

 The profits generated by the opium trade have therefore allowed them to carry out recruitment 
work and increase their capacity to launch attacks against government targets on their roadmap to 
power, allowing them to increase their resources and capital to finance their insurgent operations 
while at the same time investing part of the proceeds in promoting local development and thus gaining 
the support of the civilian population.

 The profit generated by the terrorist group from illicit opium production and trafficking is the 
primary source of funding in quantitative terms that sustain their heavy escalation of militancy in the 
country, which has consequently led them to boost the spread of these crops: in 2017, the UN found 
that poppy fields had increased by as much as 43% over the previous year (Institute for Economics 
and Peace, 2017). The COVID-19 pandemic does not seem to have affected the poppy plant season, 
but the adverse economic effects of the crisis due to the virus are expected to influence and adversely 
impact Afghan society to such an extent that they choose to intensify and rely even more on this illicit 
activity (UNODC, 2021:8). 

 The drug industry is an important source of funding for the Taliban cause, complemented by 
other types of smuggling such as hashish, cigarettes, weapons or undeclared goods. Another strategic 
business is the mining and exploitation of natural resources (with annual revenues of around $400 
million), as well as the collection of taxes or fees for services that they themselves do not produce, 
such as crops, transit routes or electricity bills. This is the second and third source of funding respec-
tively (Sufizada, 2021). 

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan
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 In view of the above diversification of annual revenues, it cannot be said that the opium busi-
ness is the sole cause of the Taliban’s recent triumph, nor that they were the forerunners of this re-
source that has become strategic for their coffers. However, it has become a preferential source of fi-
nancing that has granted privileges, resources and support to the terrorist movement in the areas under 
their control, following the same path as the mujahedeen. The consolidated opium trafficking network 
in foreign markets also underpins the Taliban’s dependence on the drug business, exporting between 
70% and 80% of the opium produced domestically (Institute for Economics and Peace, 2017). Among 
the main opium and heroin trafficking flows, Afghanistan acts as the main supplier to Iran, Pakistan 
and India, to its Central Asian neighbors to the Russian market, to Europe via Turkey and Africa, and 
to North America from both Africa and the Pacific (UNODC, 2018:1). The growing demand, espe-
cially in European and North American markets, illustrates the complexity of breaking away from a 
constantly exploitative economic model. Even so, the consequences that heroin addiction has had on 
global health and the attempt to incentivize alternative economic development in Afghanistan have 
often led to policies to eradicate heroin cultivation.

5. Failing to eradicate opium poppy cultivation: corruption and politics

 Despite its massive exploitation, both the Taliban and Western forces or central governments 
have unsuccessfully sought to direct their efforts towards decreasing the social and economic depen-
dence on the drug’s production. Policies aimed at reducing opium poppy cultivation under the Taliban 
regime were promoted in 1999, including a ban on opium poppy production in 2000, although soon 
this measure would be lifted. In fact, during this period it was the cultivation that was banned, not 
sales or trafficking, so the Taliban seized a large quantity of the drug and left the world market with a 
depleted stock. 

 The decline in production led to an exponential rise in price, guaranteeing increased revenue, 
but also undermined support for the Taliban in political terms. Failing to encourage and provide a 
viable and realistic economic alternative, the society quickly rejected the ban on poppy cultivation, a 
political cost of healing the socio-economic fabric that would be too costly and highly detrimental to 
the Taliban cause, so they eventually resumed their laissez faire political stance. In the words of Abdul 
Rashid, the Taliban drug control leader in Kandahar Province: “Everybody grows opium poppy. If we 
try to stop this immediately, people will turn against us” (Cooper, 1997).

 On the Western side, the US-led war campaign against opium cultivation in the country in 2001 
also had contradictory effects. On the one hand, since the international coalition decided to eradicate 
poppy cultivation, the business experienced an exponential growth in production, distribution and 
profits (Calvillo and González, 2018:10). On the other hand, the eradication attempt alienated Afghan 
society from the central apparatus and the trust in foreign powers, so they stopped providing informa-
tion on the whereabouts of the Taliban and Al Qaeda. The only beneficiaries of this campaign ended 
up being warlords involved in the opium business with influential contacts in high political circles, 
who redirected international efforts towards their competitor’s crops to monopolize the market (Fel-
bab-Brown, 2021). 

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan
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 Despite strong anti-opium campaigns in Afghanistan, the Afghan drug economy always man-
ages to stay afloat. In 2018, the US claimed to have destroyed around 200 of the 400-500 Taliban drug 
labs in the country, causing losses of about a quarter of the group’s opium revenues (Azami, 2021). 
Even so, cultivation has not been forced to stop except by temporary political decree, and opium has 
become a meeting point where the interests of drug trafficking, politics and jihadism have intertwined. 
An example of this occurred in the context of the Doha Accords negotiations, where Washington 
sought to force the Taliban movement to the negotiating table through the release of prominent drug 
traffickers imprisoned in the US with Taliban sympathies, such as Haji Bashir Noorzai (Dozier, 2020). 
This figure, a key player in the global heroin trafficking network, has been a bargaining chip for talks 
with the Taliban delegation since the beginning of the Doha Accords, who repeatedly called for his 
release as a precondition for reconciliation in the country. Another example illustrating the intercon-
nected network of politics, drugs and jihad is Haji Juma Khan, a major leader of the heroin trade in 
south-western Afghanistan who was released by Washington in 2018. Khan used all of his resources 
available and met enemy actors to make as much profit as possible from the heroin trade: sympathetic 
to the Taliban cause, he subcontracted militants to ensure the protection of his cargo, while he negoti-
ated with close relatives of the governor of Kandahar province, Ahmed Wali Karzai, for the southern 
heroin trade and became involved in political life by financing and building hospitals and roads in the 
area under his control. He even served as an informant for the CIA, promising the US agency to help 
locate and track terrorists (Peters, 2016:139).

 The intertwined power structures draw a picture of corruption and competing interests with 
little or no will in eradicating the opium business, leaving most of the society to make their economic 
future and political support conditional on whoever is unwilling to end poppy cultivation without first 
offering a viable economic alternative.

6. The Taliban’s new Afghan opium strategy

 The fact that the Afghan economy has ended up depending on the illicit opium and heroin 
trade is the result of a structural economic problem fostered and embedded in the political system, 
uninterrupted corruption with a deficit in accountability and an inability to deploy effective control 
of the national space, as evidenced by the Taliban’s triumph over the central government in 2021. In 
this desperate situation, its cultivation has been the only escape route and opportunity for economic 
prosperity for many social groups.

 Recently, the emir Ajundzada has announced a ban on poppy cultivation in order to shift to-
wards a non-opium source of financing in his production system (Greenfield and Ahmad, 2022). 
However, this possibility does not appear to be credible given the previous political and economic 
dilemmas that have caused the Taliban to backtrack on their decision to end cultivation.

 Among the reasons behind the Taliban’s ban on opium cultivation in 2000 there was the in-
tention to seek international recognition of their new government, a motivation that also seems to 
hold true now. However, not only did this breakthrough not last, but after this brief period, opium 
production grew exponentially. Therefore, one of the reasons for this sudden ban was likely intended 
to reduce the supply on international markets to minimum levels, a market intervention that would 
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have driven up the prices of this resource and provided substantial profits for the regime in power. 
The droughts, which brought a season of poor harvests then and have done so now, coupled with an 
Afghan society in constant demographic growth and on the verge of collapse and a social catastrophe 
without an alternative economic source, lead to a combination of factors that make the recent ban 
on poppy cultivation dangerous. Its resumption in future harvests would, in fact, give Afghanistan a 
competitive advantage in the opium and heroin market for years to come, which could amply feed 
the flimsy coffers of the state as the Taliban begin to forge a link with their economic allies in the in-
ternational system, at the expense of the patience of a society that sees no respite from its protracted 
humanitarian crisis.

 The future of the Taliban-opium relationship in Afghanistan is fraught with serious challenges. 
On the one hand, the new Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is consolidating a new architecture of gov-
ernance over society, the economy, justice and politics at the state level, while the West, embodied by 
the United States and European powers, is abandoning a presence and influence that made it easier for 
them, among other things, to extract information about what was happening in relation to the opium 
trafficking. 

 On the other hand, Afghanistan’s new government is deploying a network of connections out-
side its traditional sphere of influence. Its power is no longer only projected towards traditional allies, 
such as Pakistan or Saudi Arabia, but also towards other actors interested in developing an increas-
ingly intense influence. At stake are economic and commercial interests as well as the prevention of 
the spread of radical Islamism in the Central Asian region and its periphery, where countries such as 
Turkey, Russia, China and Iran are deploying their geopolitical footprint as much as Pakistan or the 
neighboring Arabian Peninsula. Therefore, in the absence of materializing partnerships and external 
revenues to replace opium revenues, and with international reserves frozen, it is to be expected that 
the drug trade will continue and that the Taliban will once again take over a significant stockpile of 
the drug.

 The new scenario governed by the Taliban faces great challenges in terms of leadership, in-
ternal dynamics and power games to dominate the Afghan political fabric, where political fragmen-
tations and different drifts - moderate or radical - will play a relevant role in the decision to maintain 
or increase the weight of the drug economy in the country. At the same time, the Taliban movement 
needs to continue to maintain the support of society, something that could be called into question if 
they alter the variables that feed the local economy and that shook their popularity during their last 
term in office.

 Similarly, the Taliban executive finds itself confronting the Daesh Islamist insurgency through 
its regional franchise, Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP or IS-K), which threatens to under-
mine the context of regional stability and therefore the Taliban’s ability to provide security for the 
population and an effective demonstration of counter-terrorism force. IS-K’s attitude towards the drug 
business is not uniform, but its general trend has been towards a rejection of the opium-based econ-
omy, which is a source of concern for drug transit routes, especially in IS-K’s most active hotspots 
such as Kabul, Kunduz or Nangarhar. In the latter, in fact, the Daesh branch went so far as to block the 
Taliban-controlled drug supply channel to Pakistan, with the route being re-enabled only after IS-K 
was expelled from its stronghold in the province (Chellaney, 2021).
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 Relying in financial terms on the drug business to advance the political agenda is not a prac-
tice that most Taliban militants have been comfortable with: after all, drug use or consumption is 
ideologically forbidden. Nevertheless, a belligerent group seeking power through armed struggle is 
not the same as a terrorist organization ruling an entire country, as political calculations are often at 
odds with ideological wills or inclinations. A distinction must be made between insurgency, politics 
and institutionalization of the movement as a state commander, which is not lost on the incipient gov-
ernment. Thus, it is not clear that the international community’s response is actually conditioning the 
new government’s behavior with regard to making the opium business a further source of financial 
autonomy. Indeed, the opacity with which they can intervene in their vast area of operations without 
the presence of the West and the acquiescence of their potential allies may allow the Taliban maneuver 
on their territory with relative impunity, as has been the case with human rights abuses and the iso-
lation of minorities. A possible diversion to other economic sources, if unsuccessful, could seriously 
jeopardize the popularity and prevalence of the new government.

7. Conclusions

 The geographical, political and social configuration and characteristics of Afghanistan make it 
an ideal location for the illicit production and trafficking of opium.

 Throughout the present article it has been shown how opium and heroin trafficking in Afghan-
istan has been one of the main sources of funding for the Taliban movement since the end of the last 
century, placing at a serious risk the security of a country whose population continues to grow year 
after year and the stability of a region dramatically mired in a persistent and critical geopolitical crisis. 

 The Afghanistan’s largest drug production hub, located in Helmand province, has been under 
the iron grip of Taliban Islamism before they took control of the capital, giving them colossal room 
for maneuver in financing the group’s criminal activities and providing them with extensive social 
support for their subsequent victory as the new commander of the renowned Islamic Emirate.

 The various ramifications and connections to the political elite, organized crime and jihadism 
shape an opium network in Afghanistan with serious limitations in prosecuting and judging its col-
laborators, preventing institutional accountability and transparency to effectively address the criminal 
infrastructure built around the production and trafficking of opium in the country and involving pro-
ducers, distributors, collaborators, and the final buyers.

 Several months after the Taliban took de facto control of Afghan political affairs, the country’s 
future projections are not actually optimistic, as it is a state ruled by a terrorist group that is heavily 
dependent on the illicit drug trade, creating the possibility of Afghanistan becoming a narco-state 
ruled by terrorism where humanitarian crisis and the violation of basic rights are the norm.

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan



ISSN 2660-9673 YEAR 2022 - ISSUE 5
Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo17

8. References

Azami, D. (2021). Afghanistan: How do the Taliban make money?. BBC News.

Brachman, J. y Warius, A. (2008). Abu Yahya al-Libi’s “Human Shields in Modern Jihad”. CTC Sen-
tinel. Vol 1. Issue 6. 

Calvillo, J.M. y González, P. (2018). El opio en Afganistán. ¿Erradicación o legalización?. Vol.11. 
Nº 2. Pp. 95-114

Chellaney, B. (2021). The narco-terrorist Taliban. Australian Strategic Policy Institute. The Strate-
gist. 

Consejo de Seguridad (2012). Report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team es-
tablished pursuant to resolution 1526 (2004). 1-29.

Cooper, K (1997). Afghans cultivate Islamic state but ignore illicit harvest. The Washington Post. 

Dozier, K. (2020). Prisoners for Peace: Trump Administration Mulls Releasing Taliban Drug Kingpin 
in Push for Afghan Peace Talks. Time.

Farrell, G. y Thorne, J. (2004). Where have all the flowers gone?: evaluation of the Taliban crack-
down against opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan. International Journal of Drug Policy 16. 81–91

Felbab-Brown, V. (2021). Pipe dreams: The Taliban and drugs from the 1990s into its new regime. 
Small Wars Journal. Brookings Institution. 

Greenfield, C. (2021). Taliban launches major Afghan offensive after deadline for U.S. pullout. Reu-
ters. 

Greenfield, C. y Ahmad, J. (2022). Taliban bans drug cultivation, including lucrative opium. Reuters. 

Institute for Economics and Peace (2017). La financiación de los cuatro grupos terroristas más leta-
les. Esglobal.  

Kreutzmann, H. (2007). Afghanistan and the Opium World Market: Poppy Production and Trade. The 
International Society for Iranian Studies. 40:5. 605-621.

Labrousse, A. (2005). The FARC and the Taliban’s connection to drugs. Journal of Drug Issues. 
1-16(3). 

Peters, G. (2016). Chapter 5 Traffickers and Truckers: Illicit Afghan and Pakistani Power Structures 
with a Shadowy but Influential Role. PRISM – National Defense University. 1-25.

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan



ISSN 2660-9673 YEAR 2022 - ISSUE 5
Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo18

Piazza, J.A. (2012). The Opium Trade and Patterns of Terrorism in the Provinces of Afghanistan: An 
Empirical Analysis. Terrorism and Political Violence. 213–234. 

Sufizada, H. (2021). Minerals, drugs and China: How the Taliban might finance their new Afghan 
government. The Conversation. 

UNODC (2018). Afghan opiate trafficking along the Northern route. 1-164.

UNODC (2021). Afghanistan Opium Survey 2020. 3-62. 

UNODC (2021). Booklet 2: Global overview of drug demand and drug supply. World Drug Report. 
1-109. 

Yagüe, J. en Igualada, C. et al. (2021). Anuario del terrorismo yihadista 2020. Observatorio Interna-
cional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo. 1-238. 

Ana Aguilera When terrorism thrives on the drug trade: the case of the taliban and the opium industry in Afghanistan



ISSN 2660-9673 YEAR 2022 - ISSUE 5
Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo19

Article 

Daniel Pérez

Martyrdom in theory and practice of 
jihadism: Hamas’ case

Abstract
Martyrdom is a concept with a long history in the Islamic religious tradition, despite the fact that today it is 
frequently used by terrorist organizations. The pursuit of contemporary jihad through martyrdom and suicide 
terrorism is a phenomenon as broad as it is diverse. Terrorist groups, such as Hamas, have turned this religious 
sphere into a fundamental part of their violent action and into a popular culture of social recognition with 
which to build loyalty and radicalize their cause and methods.

Keywords: Martyrdom, Hamas, Jihadism, Suicide-terrorism.

Daniel Pérez, University of Granada. Young Researchers Network of the International Observatory 
for Terrorism Studies.

To cite this article: Pérez, D. (2022), Martyrdom in theory and practice of jihadism: Hamas’ 
case, Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo, issue 5: 19-30.

Received

14/09/21

Accepted

05/04/22



ISSN 2660-9673 YEAR 2022 - ISSUE 5
Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo20

1. Introduction

 The phenomenology of jihadist terrorism is profoundly diverse and applies, in an extremist 
version, numerous religious concepts in the rationale for its violent action. One Qur’anic terminology 
used by contemporary jihadism is the concept of martyrdom, on the basis of which many terrorist 
organizations plan their armed strategy as a divine mandate. 

 Through a review of historical and current literature, we aim to approach jihadist mobilization 
through the phenomenon of martyrdom. This area has experienced different interpretations in its his-
torical journey and is a mainstay of jihadist organizations such as Hamas. It is therefore necessary to 
analyze in detail the psychosocial keys that can motivate radicalization leading to martyrdom in order 
to unpack the political-religious traditions that form the theoretical framework of subsequent terrorist 
practice, and to address their practical translation into current terrorist groups. This research combines 
social, religious, psychological and strategic approaches to carry out the relevant analysis of such 
broad phenomena as martyrdom in Islam, suicide terrorism in contemporary jihad and its doctrinal 
and operational use in Islamist groups. 

 In order to specify this research, the choice of Hamas as a case study is motivated not only by 
its commitment to martyrdom as a singular methodology of combat, but also as a mechanism of social 
cohesion and popular recognition. The Gazan group makes martyrdom a transversal and unifying ele-
ment of its entire violent and political logic, with which it builds loyalty and radicalizes its members. 
Martyrdom in Hamas is found in its propaganda, social infrastructure and operational strategy. 

 For all these reasons, it results in an ideal organization to study the implementation of mar-
tyrdom in current jihadism, as well as to update and review the practical translation, in an extremist 
manner, of historical and highly relevant precepts such as martyrdom in the current modus operandi 
of jihadist terrorism.

2. Martyrdom in the historical tradition of Islam

 The concept of martyrdom is closely related to that of heroism, which is common to different 
cultures and religions, being a mechanism for reinforcing the ideals of a group or the impetus for the 
formation of new organized movements. Some of its motivations, such as the socialization of martyr-
dom or peer pressure, are more present in collective and communitarian cultures such as Eastern or 
Muslim ones. The self-sacrifice component is much more influential in them, as it adds a recognized 
value and moral admiration in their following (Hatina, 2014).

 If we consider this in a scenario of confrontation between unequal forces, martyrdom can be an 
effective mechanism for group cohesion, by demonstrating coherence with its precepts, to the ultimate 
consequences, and feeding the construction of a narrative of resistance against a more powerful actor. 
Along these lines, and as we see in terrorist movements, the act of martyrdom must be endowed with 
a public or publicized character, so that it can be used as indoctrination material and a substratum of 
loyalty to the cause (Hatina, 2014). These general principles on the conception of martyrdom apply 
almost canonically in the case of fundamentalist Islamic fanaticism, but for a more appropriate over-
view we will review this, and other related concepts, in the historical tradition of Islam. Likewise, it is 
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relevant to see how it has evolved into modern Islam, which facilitates a correct comparative analysis 
with its use in the practice of jihadist religious terrorism. A phenomenon that interprets these visions 
in a fundamentalist manner to justify its strategies of terror.

 Although in its normal praxis Islam is a religion of peace, its militant character from its pre-Is-
lamic origins to the classical development of following the word of the prophet Mohammed is undeni-
able. This also stems from the dichotomous construction of Islam in which there is a common place of 
peace and a common place of war. It is in the latter realm that the followers of the religion must fight 
to expand the shari’a1 and the universal ummah2 (Melo, 2008). In this struggle to preserve and extend 
its ideals, the Islamic tradition gives a special significance to death in defense of its values. A special 
and singular place in the Quranic paradise, where all imagined desires are combined. It is these moral 
and religious patterns that will cultivate and characterize later conceptions of jihad and martyrdom 
(Ibid, 2008). 

 In the historical tradition, martyrdom is originally understood as “witnessing”3. Specifically, 
those who give their lives in the struggle for tawhid4, shari’a and the expansion of the umma are 
considered as “witnesses”. Moreover, this path purges the errors and sins of earthly life, granting 
unconditional ascent to the Islamic paradise (Melo, 2008). These acts must bring together the perfect 
consonance between will and action, as well as purity in following both the rites and the values of 
these Koranic principles. Likewise, the Qur’an welcomes the pursuit of jihad as the noblest way to 
undertake this witness (Ibid, 2008), which serves as the theoretical and religious underpinning of con-
temporary Islamic fundamentalism. 

 In relation to the contemporary understanding of martyrdom, we must also take a closer look 
at the concept of jihad. The general meaning of jihad is “struggle” or “effort”, although depending on 
the branch of Islam we are dealing with - whether Sunni or Shia - there are some nuances, especially 
in terms of tradition and historical development.

 In the common framework, jihad is understood as an internally directed effort aimed at living 
and acting as faithfully and fully as possible on the basis of Allah’s will. This approach contrasts with 
its defensive or external version, where the emphasis is placed in ensuring that Islamic precepts are 
followed among the surrounding communities (Lorenzo-Penalva, 2013). Even through the use of 
force, if necessary; something that, as we have previously developed, would be rewarded in the Jan-
nah5. Although jihadist terrorism does not contemplate any form of containment in its usual practice, 
and always ends up skillfully justifying its deadly actions, the original jihadist approach has a number 
of limitations. These restraints would be found in the suffering of the innocent, in the dignity of the 
enemy’s death, or in the preservation of private or symbolic property (Ibid, 2013). This is something 
that is frequently contradicted and violated in radical Islamism, by groups such as Hamas. 

1  We refer to the Shari’a as the theoretical corpus of Islamic law, as well as rules of behavior, rites and worship
2  From the Arabic “community”, hereafter referred to as the international community of Muslims.
3  Bearing witness to one’s faith in God - shahada or profession of faith - is one of the fundamental pillars of Islam. Therefore, “witnesses” 
or “shahids” are those who demonstrate this faith in their lives.
4  Tawhid is an Islamic precept that refers to the oneness of Allah as the only God.
5  From the Arabic “garden”, it refers to the Islamic paradise.
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3. Suicide terrorism in the contemporary jihad

3.1. Origins of suicide terrorism

 Martyrdom in contemporary jihadism has had its most common manifestation in suicide ter-
rorism. This phenomenon, as we know it today, dates its origins to the early 1980s. This violent ex-
pression of Islamist fanaticism has become one of the most efficient tactics of contemporary jihadism, 
as it is one of the least costly - logistically, financially and in terms of human resources - but one 
that translates into successful results for jihadist organizations. Moreover, this type of attack has the 
unique characteristic of consciously killing the perpetrator of the attack, accentuating the psycho-
logical impact on the populations it targets and on those it seeks to win their support (Pedahzur and 
Perligier, 2006). 

 This typology of actions has a greater motivational impact, as we have seen in the tour of its 
religious significance, as it responds to a proposal that is understood as a divine mandate and an oblig-
atory moral duty. Added to this is the current practice of jihadist religious terrorism, which poses a 
combat and acts without restraint in response to these Quranic precepts, self-interestedly extremized, 
of sacred fulfilment (Rivas, 2018). 

 This can easily be seen among today’s jihadists. For example, in a CNN interview with a Tal-
iban member who was going to attack a US base, the imprisoned jihadist claimed that not defending 
Islam was not being a good Muslim; when asked about the motivations for doing such a thing (CNN, 
2012)6, the terrorist went on to recount the deities of his cause and his readiness to bear witness to his 
faith (Ibid, 2012). A good graphic proof of the particular worldview of “good vs bad” and how he jus-
tified it is within his reasoning to overstep any boundary in order to protect his idea and his conception 
of Islam.

 Although this traditional model would also suit in the practice for the individual Daesh terror-
ists, for the purposes of our study it is more appropriate to confine ourselves to attacks under the direct 
command of terrorist groups, as seen at its most extreme in attacks such as 9/11 or the 2004 Madrid 
attacks. In any case, it is more useful for us to approach this phenomenon as suicide attacks, so that 
this approach encompasses everything from the usual use of explosives to the new forms of attacks 
with different modus operandi, but with similar motivations and the same ends.

3.2. Conditions and motivations for suicide terrorism

 A pragmatic view of the use of suicide terrorism might lead us to think that this deadly method 
is simply driven by a potential increase in the number of fatalities of an attack. Yet, we should not 
conceive this phenomenon as a purely individual act, but rather as a complex process that requires the 
preparation of the device, the selection of targets to attack, and the recruitment of martyrs - or shahids 
- willing to carry it out. Moreover, these attacks are mostly part of an organization’s specific strategy 

6  While the conception of jihad in groups such as the Taliban or Hamas is different, this example provides good evidence of a general-
ized view of fundamentalist and militant Islamic thinking.
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rather than a personal impulse (Pedahzur and Perligier, 2006). 

 For these reasons, it is necessary to delve deeper into the motivations and conditions that drive 
the use of this terrorist tactic. First, suicide attacks add value to the terrorist action by demonstrating 
the full involvement of the perpetrators, and the organization as a whole, in defense of Islam. More-
over, this can lead to the motivation of other individuals to follow these methods, also driven by the 
posthumous social recognition and special qualification for entry into the desired Jannah (Bloom, 
2006). On the other hand, these sacrifices, with massive damage among innocents and civilians, are 
justified within the terrorist logic of blame shifting. In other words, the real culprits for the conse-
quences of their attacks are the states or targets against which these attacks are directed, and against 
whom there is no other form of manifestation and denunciation than to follow the path of martyrdom 
(Ibid, 2006). 

 In order to delve into the psychology of suicide terrorism, it is also necessary to address the 
general logic of terrorism. We must make sure that this approach is made on the basis that we are 
dealing with a phenomenon of violent fanaticism, not insanity, in which a theologized, romanticized, 
fundamentalist and overstated idea of the golden age of the caliphate, of violence and of the literal-
ity of the original Islamic texts is sought to be elevated to the category of totality (Post et al., 2009). 
Similarly, the analysis should focus not only on individual behavior, but also on the collective factors 
that drive these actions in search of a new vital meaning within the collective identities promoted by 
such organizations. Personal aspirations are overridden in the logic of terrorism and superimposed by 
those of the community or the organization, which become the priority for the whole (Ibid, 2009). 

 These collective frameworks are created through social and cultural factors, as well as through 
an education, in many cases, where they have been formed under the narrative of humiliation and his-
torical suffering of their communities. It is also coupled with an explicit and repeated recognition of 
the epic and purity of those who die fighting for Islam (Post, et al., 2009). Within this process there is a 
significant process of moral disengagement in which the targeted enemy is completely dehumanized. 
Under the jihadist narrative it is justified that those they attack are not innocent and that resistance 
should be exercised towards those who commit crimes against their community. This approach can be 
clearly seen in the narrative of Palestinian terrorism against the Israeli occupation, where the process 
of demonization and the feeling of victimhood nurture the moral disconnect that drives suicide terror-
ism (Ibid, 2009). 
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4. Hamas’ conception of martyrdom

4.1. Characteristics of Martyrdom in Hamas

 The pursuit of violence in pursuit of specific political goals is embodied in the doctrinal frame-
work, and its subsequent implementation, of Hamas. This is reflected in the Hamas Charter, where ji-
had is enshrined as a mandate and duty in defense of Islam. Within this will reflected in its framework 
document, it advocates the practice of violence in pursuit of its greatest aspiration: the liberation of 
Palestine. In Hamas’ armed branch, the practice of suicide terrorism stands out as a strategy of dif-
ferentiation (Alonso, 2007). While Hamas is not the initiating terrorist organization of this phenom-
enon, as contemporary precedents could be found in the Lebanese group Hezbollah, they do initiate 
a special campaign of terrorist martyrdom that transcends any purely military strategy. Since suicide 
is severely persecuted and punishable in Islam, as in so many other religions, martyrdom must be 
presented as an act in defense of the community and religious dogma, as well as an act of hope and a 
predisposition to attain eternal life in the Islamic paradise (Ibid, 2007).

 Based on various studies, in the historical tracing of the prototypical profiles of suicide bomb-
ers in Hamas, these escape the widespread collective imaginary of uneducated individuals and low 
socio-economic conditions, as the results and experience show that they were mostly people with 
formal education and not from environments of extreme poverty (Alonso, 2007). Along these lines, 
another characteristic pointed out as normally followed is that of a profound religious conception, 
fully integrated in all areas of the day, and that they were charismatic individuals within their close 
circles (Ibid, 2007). 

 Within this strategy of entrenching the practice of martyrdom through suicide terrorism, the 
Palestinian terrorist movement’s social arm, Hamas Dawa7, plays a crucial role. It is in this department 
of the Gazan organization that Hamas’ entire social network and infrastructure is organized. Hamas 
Dawa manages everything from mosques and schools to healthcare and charitable foundations in its 
territory (Levitt, 2007). To strengthen this strategic scheme of popular martyrdom culture, Hamas is 
committed to increasing the radicalization of its population by: providing assistance and basic ser-
vices in the most remote areas of its territory, campaigning against moderate Palestinian figures, and 
linking the observance of tawhid with unconditional support for Hamas (Ibid., 2007).

 There are also a number of other traditionally common elements about potential Hamas istish-
had8 candidate profiles. Among them, it is pertinent to highlight that they tend to share their close en-
vironment with people who are openly in favor of this type of attack, who consume media platforms 
that reinforce popular support, who consult and hold in esteem religious figures who encourage this 
type of attack, and who are aware of the socio-economic assistance to the loved ones of those martyrs 
fallen in defense of Islam and aligned with Hamas (Levitt, 2007). 

7  The Dawa network is one of the fundamental pillars of social cohesion and support in Hamas. This arm of Hamas provides funding 
for everything from the education of the youngest children to the families of shahids.
8  Act of martyrdom or heroic death in the name of Islam.
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4.2. Justification for suicide terrorism in Hamas

 This entire armed and social strategy is justified both practically and doctrinally. In the prag-
matic argument for suicide terrorism, it is framed within the organization’s general strategy of de-
terrence, because of the damage inflicted on the Israeli population. Likewise, these operations are 
justified as actions aimed at overcoming Israeli military and technological superiority and power, 
using tactics typical of irregular and asymmetrical warfare (Litvak, 2010). By causing a high number 
of dead and wounded, the perceived psychological effect, always greater than the physical harm re-
ceived, is greatly enhanced by the special appreciation and sensitivity to the loss of human life among 
Israel’s population. Similarly, Hamas reinforces its commitment to suicide terrorism, justifying the 
success of such operations in comparison to other types of action against the occupation. In Hamas’ 
reasoning, this is a victory of Muslim spirituality and faith over the Israeli mentality (Ibid, 2010).

 At the doctrinal level, Hamas officials argue that the use of suicide terrorism has empowered 
the Palestinian population as a united and cohesive whole. In the numerous documents published by 
Hamas, the act of suicide terrorism is extolled from an idealization of death and a popular culture of 
martyrdom (Litvack, 2010). Within Hamas’ propaganda network, the life and work of its martyrs has 
been glorified in all kinds of publications. These stories are also disseminated via its website, breaking 
down the details of each operation for study and glorification. In this process of glorifying the martyrs, 
children are especially involved in their educational and religious formation, as social models to be 
followed and defended. Moreover, these ideas and social recognition of the martyrs are also promoted 
within many families (Ibid, 2010). 

 From a psychological perspective, we can analyze the narrative of the practical and doctrinal 
justification of suicide terrorism in Hamas from the fundamental attribution error. This concept, de-
veloped within the attribution theory of psychologist Fritz Heider, consists of the tendency to attribute 
one’s own behavior to factors other than those to which one attributes the behavior of others (Heider, 
1958). That is to say, and seen in our applied case study, that Hamas argues its violent campaigns 
against Israel on different behavioral grounds from those that, in its view, Israel uses against Hamas. 
Under this pattern of behavior, Israel would use violence against innocents and for retaliatory motiva-
tions; and Hamas would do so for the liberation of the people and against guilty targets. A perverse vi-
sion that protects any actor that wants to justify unconscionable violence in pursuit of political goals. 
Thus, a narrative is constructed around the idea of resistance in which this use of violence is more than 
justified, for as we saw in previous sections, the enemy has been so dehumanized and demonized that 
there is no room for restraint. 

4.3. Recruitment of suicide bombers in Hamas

 In the selection and recruitment of potential candidates to carry out suicide attacks there are 
traditional forms and others that are more up-to-date with the new technologies. In the classical way, 
a “canvass” is made of people who can openly support the pursuit of martyrdom. The commandos 
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in charge of recruitment move freely among social forums, cafés or usual meeting points for young 
people who are vindictive and strongly sympathetic to the terrorist cause (Aran, 2018). In these spac-
es, they try to capture the attention of potential supporters of suicide terrorism and observe how they 
respond to their public pronouncements. 

 This approach method would have been followed by jihadist organizations such as Hamas, and 
in some cases it would be the individuals themselves who would step forward to offer themselves as 
potential martyrs. An outreach is then made to these pre-selected candidates through seemingly casual 
conversations on the issue of martyrdom to test their level of commitment to the channels they desire. 
From among the individuals who stand out the most in these initial contacts, a series of meetings are 
initiated, in depth and in the private sphere, to advance and verify the real possibilities of following 
martyrdom (Aran, 2018).

 Currently, we find a shift from the local-presential variable to the transnational-virtual one, and 
the latter have been the most widely used methods in the recruitment of fighters displaced to Syria and 
Iraq. Through the use of new technologies, from encrypted forums, applications and social networks, 
the processes of selection and affiliation of potential martyrs are channeled. Radicalization via the 
internet is typical of our times and among these niches of population with extremist postulates, terror-
ist organizations nurture the lists of candidates to follow the jihad through martyrdom. (Aran, 2018). 
Furthermore, fear of infiltration by foreign forces, in both of the categories detailed above, makes 
terrorist organizations extremely cautious in light of the high number of thwarted suicide attacks, as 
in the case of Hamas (Ibid, 2018). 

4.4. The importance of martyrdom in Hamas propaganda and popular culture

 These and other ideas underlie the construction of the whole framework that encourages and 
justifies istishhad - the act of martyrdom. All of this is conveyed in Hamas’ general propaganda and 
more specifically in the case of the use of suicide terrorism. In the general tone of Hamas propaganda, 
martyrdom was presented as something positive in terms of the benefits granted to the martyrs - or 
shahids - in society, as well as to their families; and in the importance of these actions for the liber-
ation of Palestine (Brakoniecka, 2020). This was clearly the trend in Hamas propaganda during the 
first intifada. As we move into the 21st century, the dissemination of the message from Hamas-re-
lated platforms has focused more on its martyrdom-related propaganda message, targeting religious 
motivations. Firstly, as seen in the propaganda of the second Intifada, claiming that this series of 
operations was a direct path to salvation. Likewise, in the new media script of suicide terrorism, this 
phenomenon has been linked to direct access to Islamic paradise as a demonstration of faith and moral 
purity (Ibid, 2020). 

 This transposition of ideas from the media into practice has been developed extensively in 
Hamas propaganda posters. In the posters of the Palestinian terrorist organization, the combination 
of Hamas’ religious and political aims can be observed, as the religious sphere is politicized, and the 
political sphere is sacralized. These posters, aimed at both Islamist mobilization and the glorification 
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of martyrs, base their greatest impact on the visual aspect, which seeks to identify individual stories 
with the collective history of the Palestinian people. Thus, the heroic suffering of a suicide bomber is 
also seen as that of an entire Palestinian people (Villanueva, 2018). 

 This visual narrative, with a very large production to influence the repetition of the message, 
makes the phenomenon of martyrdom and istishhad cross-cutting elements in the Palestinian commu-
nity as it is configured on a collective and not an individual logic. The propagandistic messages relat-
ed to suicide terrorism are an acknowledgement of the heroism and pain of a people, while building 
a political and social sense that the ultimate goal of liberation requires the pursuit of such sacrifices. 
Ultimately, their relationship to the shahada - the profession of faith - and other Islamic precepts also 
favors the construction of a cross-cutting narrative of religious ideals (Ibid, 2018). 

 Like the use of propaganda posters, another element of vital importance in the construction of 
a common sense and popular recognition of the idea of martyrdom is the celebration of the funerals of 
the Hamas’ dead militant. The multimedia broadcasting of the funerals of Hamas martyrs has become 
another characteristic element of their propaganda, with which they manage to transcend the individu-
al idea of death with the collective idea of social recognition of the sacrifice for Palestine (Villanueva, 
2018). Through these events, many of which are massively attended, Hamas is able to collectivize 
suffering among Palestinians and provides the opportunity for popular support and accompaniment 
for an act perpetrated in defense of Islam and the Palestinian cause. That is, publicly manifesting the 
annexation of the efforts necessary for the continuation of nationalist aspirations to the Islamic thesis 
of sacrifice, martyrdom and jihad. This proof of the injustice against which Palestinians fight nourish-
es Hamas’ ideological narrative, as well as enhancing the collective sense of recognition necessary to 
foster its following of potential new martyrs (Ibid, 2018).

 Within the new trends in Hamas action, and in an effort to extend this model of success at the 
popular and armed level, the Palestinian terrorist organization is committed to extending martyrdom. 
In other words, to classify as shahid all those who have fallen in combat in defense of Islam, and who 
are sympathetic to Hamas, beyond suicide bombers. Here we will differentiate between istishhad - an 
act of martyrdom - and the actions of the shahid, such as combatants killed in combat. An example of 
this might be those killed in the latest series of Israeli bombings on Gazan soil (BBC, 2021). 

 This model will also be inherited from the Hezbollah model and will allow it to maximize 
the effects of social adherence and Islamist mobilization resulting from the promotion of martyr-
dom. These, like so many other concepts, are fed back into the history of Islam and are used, in a 
self-serving and fundamentalist manner, in the contemporary practice of jihadism today. This is how 
organizations such as Hezbollah and Hamas see it, even extending it to figures outside their territory, 
but connected to their great common cause, as in the case of the death of Iranian General Qassem 
Soleimani. 

 An approach totally contrary to that is offered by other terrorist organizations such as Daesh, 
which dismisses such death as true martyrs, and criticizes the “humiliation” of Hamas against Israel, 
as can be seen in its communiqué of 22 June 20219.

9  No whole or partial excerpts from propaganda communiqués of jihadist organizations will be published, but rather interpretations and 
reflections that filter out fundamentalist and violent content. 
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5. Conclusions

 The aim of this research was to explore the religious and socio-political underpinnings of the 
conception of martyrdom in today’s jihadism. This is why the beginning of this research focused on 
addressing this and other concepts in the historical tradition of Islam, since the jihadist organizations 
that justify it are based on arguing their violent action from a fundamentalist view of Islamic precepts. 
Thus, we were able to observe the combative tendency in the relationship between the demonstration 
of faith through jihad. 

 We then addressed the phenomenon of martyrdom in the practice of contemporary jihadism 
in order to focus on the current transposition of the theological basis in militant terrorism. We locate 
the beginnings of this fanatical practice, as we understand it in the more recent past, in the Islamist 
movements of the 1980s and the first suicide terrorism campaigns undertaken by Hezbollah. This 
phenomenon transcends purely armed action, as we have been able to observe how Islamist groups 
turn it into a popular culture in the creation of a collective identity against their enemies. Likewise, 
we rule out the possibility that these actions are solely individual, as they require the entire network 
of recruitment, training, logistical and financial support of the organizations that promote them. 

 The selection of Hamas for our case study has been more than pertinent because it combines 
religious, political and terrorist approaches to the theory and practice of martyrdom. The Palestinian 
terrorist group is one of the organizations that has benefited the most from suicide terrorism and/or 
martyrdom campaigns in a pragmatic and doctrinal sense. On the one hand, because of its ability to 
psychologically influence the population of Israel on these deadly actions and the significant increase 
in deaths against its enemies at a low human and military cost. On the other hand, for all the success 
in building loyalty and mobilizing the population to the Hamas cause thanks to the whole frame-
work surrounding istishhad or the heroic act of martyrdom. A construct that in turn serves to nurture 
Hamas’ jihadist propaganda to increase popular support for its violent action dressed up as resistance 
against the occupying powers. All in all, this effective strategy of tactical differentiation that serves to 
consolidate Hamas’ project in Palestine and the continuation of the movement thanks to the transver-
sal effect of its terrorist actions is recounted.
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1. Introduction

 On January 6, 2021 onlookers around the world were able to witness a new wave of violence 
and terrorism shaking Western society. Members and supporters of right-wing extremist and conspir-
acy theorist organizations, militias and paramilitary groups stormed the U.S. Capitol as congressmen 
and senators were preparing to certify Joe Biden’s victory in the 2020 presidential election.

 The attack brought media attention to movements that until then had been talked about in cer-
tain circles in a rather anecdotal or exceptional way. These are the conspiratorial communities of QA-
non1 or Stop the Steal2, extreme right groups such as the Proud Boys3 and paramilitary militias such as 
Oath Keepers4. However, if for anything this event proved extremely revealing, it was the realization 
that women also have their space in these groups and/or movements, challenging a long-cultivated 
stereotype that violence and radicalization is a predominantly male field and one in which there is no 
space for them (Santucci et al., 2021). 

 A count by George Washington University (n.d.) indicates that, of the 548 individuals charged 
in the violent assault on the Capitol, 69 are women, or 12% of the assailants. Of the five fatalities 
that occurred that day, two were women, both followers of the QAnon movement (Healy, 2021). One 
participant in the assault was Jessica Watkins, a leader of a militant group in Ohio and a member of 
the paramilitary Oath Keepers and whose intervention was instrumental in recruiting protesters and 
planning the attack on the Capitol (Cohen, 2021). Finally, two women have been tried for seeking out 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosy to shoot her in her “fucking head” (Murphy, 2021). These cases have 
highlighted how the role of women in terrorism and extremist violence had been underestimated and 
overlooked until then by American law enforcement (Rubin & Steakin, 2021).

 Overall, terrorism and extreme right violence are on the rise. According to the Global Ter-
rorism Index, countries located in North America, Western Europe and Oceania have experienced a 
250% growth between 2014 and 2019 of this type of terrorism (The Institute for Economics & Peace, 
2020:3). In addition, the number of fatalities increased by 709% in the same period, from 11 count-
ed in 2014 to 89 in 2019. In the European Union, data from the EU Agency for Police Cooperation 
corroborate this boom on the continent (Europol, 2020, p. 63; Europol, 2021, p. 78; Cruickshank, 
2019, p. 16). The increase takes place in a scenario characterized by the expansion of the use of social 
networks by various extreme right militant groups and networks increasing their transnational reach 
(Europol, 2021, p. 18and 89). 

 In this context, government security strategies need to be updated if they are to properly ad-
dress the new dynamics of a phenomenon that knows no borders. The absence of specific consider-
ation of the dimension of women’s activism in right-wing extremist violence has two main conse-
1  Europol (2021, p. 89) defines QAnon as an umbrella term for a broad set of conspiracy theories alleging that the world is dominated by 
a network of child sex offenders, operating a global child sex trafficking ring and worshipping the devil.
2  The Stop the Steal movement refers to the label used by supporters of former U.S. President Donald Trump to denounce alleged elec-
toral fraud in the 2020 elections, although the expression was also used in the previous 2016 elections in which Trump was competing against the 
Democrat Hillary Clinton (Hayden, 2020).
3  The Proud Boys is a extreme right, neo-fascist, anti-immigration group that advocates white supremacy and uses violence against leftist 
opponents. Composed exclusively of men, the group describes itself as ‘Western chauvinists’, by which they mean “men who refuse to apologize 
for creating the modern world” (Kenes, 2021).
4  The name of the paramilitary militia Oath Keepers means ‘those who keep the oath’ in reference to the vow taken by the armed and 
security forces at the beginning of their service. It is a right-wing, anti-government political organization whose goal is to defend its interpretation 
of the U.S. Constitution against all enemies, foreign and domestic (McQueen, 2021).
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quences (Blee, 1996, p. 681). On the one hand, the general acceptance that women are nonviolent has 
prevented a comprehensive understanding of women’s membership in these movements. On the other 
hand, the exclusive attention paid to men in these organizations has postponed an understanding of 
the processes by which women become radicalized. Ultimately, this theoretical vacuum undermines 
the ability of states to design effective security strategies and deradicalization programs and reduces 
the possibilities for collaboration in counterterrorism between countries.

 Therefore, this study will focus on highlighting how the idea of femininity and gender re-
mains largely underrepresented in the study of extreme right violence while the connection between 
the ideals of this ideology and masculinity has a large literature. Indeed, the call from organizations 
such as the UN and the OSCE (see UN Security Council, 2015 & OSCE, 2019) to numerous scholars 
and researchers (see Gonzalez et al., 2014; Bryson, 2018 & Phelan et al., 2020) to develop a detailed 
analysis of the process of radicalization and participation of the female gender in extreme right move-
ments and the forms of recruitment targeting them stands out. Consequently, and considering the 
scarcity of study of the proposed topic, the present work aims to answer the following questions: what 
role do women play within extreme right violence and terrorism? What are the reasons for the lower 
incidence of women in extreme right violent and/or terrorist acts?  

 In order to answer these questions, we will follow a line of study that will start by firstly un-
derstanding the context and the ideas that motivate the adhesion of women to extreme right-wing 
ideology. Secondly, the process of radicalization and the strategies of the movements focused on the 
female public will be analysed. Thirdly, the dimension of violence and terrorism executed by women 
within the extreme right will be examined. Finally, some conclusions drawn from the study will be 
presented.

 The present work will be mainly based on a literature review on the radicalization of women in 
the extreme right. In particular, the aim is to observe whether the theory proposed by McCauley and 
Moskalenko (2017) to understand political radicalization allows to address and explain in a concrete 
way the participation, involvement and commitment of women in extreme right movements and the 
violent acts they commit. As opposed to the predominant holistic study of radicalization and terrorism 
that applies solutions from one part to the whole, a different path will be proposed for the female gen-
der in this field based on data, studies and facts that have highlighted the differences that apply to one 
gender and the other following the different levels of radicalization proposed by these two authors as 
well as the difference established between radicalization towards opinion and that towards action, as 
will be explained below.  

 One evidence of the difficulty imposed by the subject is the scarcity of official data that make 
a quantitative analysis of the participation of women in extreme right-wing terrorism feasible. As 
pointed out from the OSCE, the relatively low number of women in extremist ranks, as well as the 
fact that women perform fewer public activities has hindered the measurement of their participation 
in violent acts (OSCE, 2019, p. 30 and 46). In fact, in the aforementioned Europol reports (2021 and 
2021) one can appreciate the patent ambiguity in reporting the gender of the perpetrators by using 
such vague and diffuse expressions as the following: “The suspects were mostly men”. In this way, 
the investigative relevance of gender separation in the authorship of an attack has been marginalized 
in official reports. Viewing women’s involvement in right-wing extremist violence and terrorism as 
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isolated incidents rather than as a developing trend risks spreading among the female public unnoticed 
and thus limiting the ability to develop prevention and counter-terrorism measures. 

2. Locating female support for the extreme right

 McCauley and Moskalenko (2017, p. 211) argue that “radicalization toward extremist views 
is psychologically a different phenomenon from radicalization toward an extremist action” such as 
committing a terrorist act. This separation between radicalization towards extremist ideas and radical-
ization towards extremist action - which the researchers illustrate through a two-pyramid model (see 
Figure 1) - could help to better understand, on the one hand, the reasons why women participate in 
an extremist ideology, for example, by voting for extreme right-wing parties and, on the other hand, 
the reasons that may lead them to start a process of adherence to violent movements or groups of this 
ideology. Consequently, this paper will begin by analysing the interest and participation of the female 
public in political parties with an extreme right-wing ideology.

 To this end, it is first of all important to define what is meant by the extreme right. In general 
terms - since, as Europol (2020, p. 18) warns, it is not a uniform ideology - this ideology encompasses 
a variety of themes, the main ones being anti-immigration, traditional values, national chauvinism 
and, to a lesser extent, anti-system sentiment (Agius et al., 2020, p.6). In practice, data from the Euro-
pean Social Survey reflect that more than 40% of votes for populist extreme right parties come from 
women (Spierings & Zaslove, 2015), which highlights the importance of the expansion of this ideolo-
gy among the female group and the need to break clichés and to know their motivations and concerns 
in isolation.
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 Rippeyoung (2007, p. 380) argues that the difference in support between women and men for 
extreme right ideology has to do with the occupational sector in which they perform their work: men 
predominate in those manual and low-skilled while women are more present in those non-manual and 
services. Consequently, the reason for greater male adherence to this ideology is that male-dominated 
sectors are more vulnerable to the effects of globalization, deindustrialization and the consequent loss 
of employment (Rippeyoung, 2007, p. 385). In this scenario, discourses emerge that criticize the de-
terioration of the quality of life of citizens by pointing to the figure of the immigrant as the scapegoat 
for national ills. On the other hand, jobs more related to the service sector, in which there is a concen-
tration of women, have benefited from the new economic context. This more favourable employment 
situation is, again, according to the author, the reason why there is less female presence and sympathy 
on the extreme right, which does not perceive immigration as a threat to its status quo.

 However, it should be borne in mind that sociologist Rippeyoung’s publication is from a year 
before the outbreak of the 2008 economic crisis, from which all economic sectors, to a greater or less-
er extent, were affected and, therefore, women as well. This would explain the recent results obtained 
by Allen & Goodman (2020, p.139). These authors argue that, when examining the gap in men’s and 
women’s voting for extreme right-wing parties by focusing on the workplace, professional experi-
ence and positions on economic and cultural issues, it can be detected that while among male voters 
(those who perform a manual type of work) predominate, in the case of women, this support is greater 
among those who work in non-manual routine jobs such as services, sales or administration. In other 
words, in the period of time that has elapsed between one study and the other, women have also seen 
their situation deteriorate, which has led to an evolution of their ideological attitudes. 

 These observations make it possible to highlight the lack of gender studies conducted to date. 
For years, attention has been paid to the correlation between support for the extreme right and belong-
ing to a working class. However, this idea now appears as an answer applicable only to the archetype 
of the male electorate, given that in the case of women we find this reciprocity with the performance 
of non-manual jobs. This information proposes a new perspective towards a female counterpart that 
is part of a proletariat in the service sector (Allen & Goodman, 2020, p. 147). 

 However, the results of Rippeyoung (2007) and Allen & Goodman (2020), also allow us to 
deduce that ideological adherence to the extreme right must have more edges than the job held. In this 
regard, Hansen (2019, p. 2) argues that women are less likely to violate social norms and translate 
those attitudes into a vote for a radical party than men. In fact, Harteveld et al. (2019, p. 1142) point 
out that thanks to the analysis of surveys in Europe they have been able to show for the first time that 
women are more inclined to control their biases than men, even if they support policies proposed 
by radical parties (Harteveld & Ivarsflaten, 2016, p. 370). That is, the authors emphasize that men’s 
lower concern to deviate from the ‘socially accepted’ makes them more likely to vote for small and 
stigmatized parties. In contrast, women show greater susceptibility to the social stigma that such ideo-
logical ascription may entail and tend to control their prejudices towards immigrants or minorities. 

 Therefore, socioeconomic status and social attitudes are presented as distinguished factors to 
be considered when addressing the female presence among the electorate of extreme right-wing par-
ties. These are issues that become relevant if we want to identify the target audience of radical or ex-
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tremist movements and the subjects most vulnerable to recruitment. They are also a starting point for 
understanding the motives and concerns that they arouse and that manage to attract a greater number 
of followers, both among the traditional male electorate and also in the new space represented by the 
female electorate.

3. The process of radicalization in the female universe

 What has been presented so far allows us to broaden our understanding of the differences 
that exist between men and women when it comes to sympathizing with the ideology of the extreme 
right, mainly of political parties, and, therefore, in the process of radicalization towards the opinion. 
However, gender distinctions also extend to the radicalization towards action, which tends to be more 
characteristic of extreme right-wing groups or movements, as we will see in this section.

 In the propaganda and recruitment strategies of extreme right-wing groups, the notions of mas-
culinity and femininity are very present, that is, the construction of the prototypes of the ‘good man’ 
and the ‘good woman’ according to their ideology. In the first case, for male members the role of pa-
triarch protector of the family and the one who brings home the money is emphasized (OSCE, 2019, 
p. 49). Also important is their role as guardian of Western culture and values vis-à-vis other cultures, 
such as Islam. On the other hand, women are expected to contribute by performing household chores 
and giving birth to children with whom to face the ‘white genocide’ that Western society is suffering 
due to, among other things, immigration, the promotion of contraceptive methods and laws that allow 
abortion (Poulter, 2019; OSCE, 2019, p. 50). 

 In addition, in the case of male followers, the feeling of being ‘a failed man’ has been identi-
fied, that is, one who has failed to meet the established canons to achieve the ideal of ‘good man’ de-
scribed in the previous paragraph. However, they consider that this failure is not theirs as individuals, 
but produced by a society that attacks them. Therefore, there is an ‘other’ to blame for their failure that 
turns them into victims of the system (Kimmel, 2018). This argument has been called ‘toxic masculin-
ity’ or ‘masculinity crisis’ and involves a combination of factors related to lack of respect for women, 
homophobia, violence and the desire for domination (Pearson, 2018). 

 A paradigmatic example of a group that takes these ideas to their maximum extension is Incel, 
a name that arises from the combination of the English words involuntary celibate, i.e., involuntary 
celibacy. Its supporters claim that their inability to find a sexual partner is the fault of feminist move-
ments and the emancipation of women in Western society (Europol, 2021, p. 89). According to Eu-
ropol (2021, p.89), most followers of this group have “a history of problems socializing and finding 
a female partner, and have experienced rejection in the past.” Although this movement is not extreme 
right-wing per se, it has been evidenced that the advocacy of misogynistic ideas becomes the gateway 
to radical and violent views (Europol, 2021, p. 89; Lewis, 2019). In fact, a follower of this movement 
carried out a shooting at a yoga studio in Florida, United States, in which two women were killed and 
several were injured in 2018 (Castro, 2020).
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 Common sense would suggest that this misogynist and paternalistic discourse is strongly op-
posed by women, given that they are used as scapegoats for men’s emotional frustration. However, 
the paradox is that several studies have shown that this discourse is also serving to radicalize and 
attract female sympathizers (McClintock, 2021). Indeed, Johnston and True (2019, p. 4) have found 
that support for violence against women by women is a factor associated with women’s membership 
in violent extremist groups. In these cases, these are often women who reject feminism and who feel, 
in turn, rejected by feminist movements because of their defence of traditional women’s roles. For 
them, extremist groups represent a prejudice-free space where they can express their ideas freely 
without feeling stigmatized since, as Harteveld et al. (2019, p. 1142) argued, women are reluctant to 
show their support for ideas that are not socially accepted. The movement known as TradWives (from 
Traditional Wives) is an example of a movement that embraces this ideology. Its followers defend the 
subordinate and traditional role of women whose goal in life should be to increase the birth rates of 
white families.

 Women are presented to extreme right-wing movements as a radicalization niche whose poten-
tial is untapped. Therefore, extremist groups are increasingly aware that they have to run propaganda 
campaigns focused only on them and use themes that appeal to their fears and emotions. This is the 
case of Generation Identity, a white nationalist and pan-European movement that seeks to recruit 
women by instilling fears of rape and sexual harassment committed by immigrant communities. In 
the face of that threat, members of this group present themselves as the sole guarantors of women’s 
safety and rights (Ebner & Davey, 2019, p. 35). 

 Similarly, a campaign initiated by an all-female extreme right identity movement known as 
‘Daughters of Europe’ (Daughters of Europe in English) created the hashtag #120db or 120 decibels, 
in reference to the volume of the alarms carried by some women to defend themselves in case of sex-
ual assault. The intention was to blame migrants and refugees for cases of sexual violence in Europe 
and called on victims to share their experiences (OSCE, 2019, p. 47; Walker, 2018). 

 Also, in recent years, women appear as increasingly relevant figures in the amplification of 
the rhetoric of extreme right movements. Their involvement allows breaking the stereotypical image 
that extreme right and radical movements only attract “angry white men” (Askanius, 2021, p. 7). The 
speech delivered by a woman seems to soften and renews the image of the parties as a modern version 
of patriotism away from the clichés that associate it with neo-Nazi or fascist labels (Ebner & Davey, 
2019, p. 34). 

 In conjunction, the visibility of the female presence among the ranks of these groups may mo-
tivate others to join as it helps combat the reluctance they have to the social stigma of being associ-
ated with extreme right ideology. In fact, as Esther Lehnert of the Center of Expertise on Gender and 
Right-Wing Extremism at the Amadeu Antonio Foundation in Germany points out in an interview, 
among women’s strategies to influence the social environment is to become “friendly neighbours” 
(Radvan & Altmeyer, 2014). That is, through their presence in neighbourhood and parent associations 
or in sports clubs they seek to gain the trust of their surroundings in order to thereby “establish a sense 
of normality in the right-wing scene” (Radvan & Altmeyer, 2014).
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 The importance of female activism could be seen precisely in a campaign initiated by Genera-
tion Identity in 2017 with the hashtag #DefendEurope that aimed to deter the rescue of migrants in the 
Mediterranean by NGOs. An analysis of the impact of that hashtag showed the decisive role played 
by female influencers such as the American YouTuber Brittany Pettibone or the British commentator 
Katie Hopkins in the global dissemination of the campaign’s content (Davey & Ebner, 2017, p. 11)

 Despite the fact that certain women are putting their faces forward to represent these groups 
and thus eliminate the image of a male-dominated phenomenon, the truth is that they still represent a 
minority among their ranks and that, even if some of them achieve some leadership within the move-
ment, this will be exercised over other women, but exceptionally they will do so over a man (Brown, 
2019, p. 4). Thus, Ebner and Davey (2019, p. 6) state that even if a small number of women manage 
to climb the movement structure and gain respect for their actions, they will be “simultaneously mar-
ginalized and denigrated by the groups that claim to protect them.” This results in women playing two 
opposing types of roles: on the one hand, as “oppressors” due to their advocacy of white supremacism 
and, on the other hand, as “oppressed” due to the repression they suffer in the patriarchal structures 
of the organization (Askanius, 2021, p. 5). Therefore, it will be very infrequent for them to climb the 
highest links of the pyramid of radicalization towards action, since the internal system of the groups 
itself tends to prevent their ascent, as will be explained in the following section.

 This section has shown that the process of radicalization and recruitment of women is complex 
and even illogical. Certainly, what is perhaps most relevant is the paradox that surrounds the dis-
course. These are Western women who, in theory, live in a society in which they have achieved their 
empowerment and in which gender equality is becoming more of a reality than an ideal. However, 
they are capable of being attracted to extreme right-wing groups whose ideology is based on a return 
to a traditional family scheme in which women are reduced to the role of wife and mother. It may be 
that it is precisely this contradiction that defies reason that is one of the predominant factors in the 
process of recruitment and radicalization of women and therefore needs further research attention. 

4. Female violence in the extreme right

 Europol (2020, p. 18) points out that the main difference between violent and non-violent 
extreme right groups is the idea of “race war”. That is, the inevitable confrontation against a system 
that conspires to replace the white race with mass immigration. Returning to the model of the two 
pyramids, even if an individual is radicalized towards action, the authors observed 99% of those who 
have radical ideas never get to act (McCauley and Moskalenko, 2017 p. 212). What is certain is that, 
if we look at Figure 1, the commission of a violent act constitutes the top of the pyramid. Therefore, 
we should not undervalue and despise the acts that transpire in the rest of the links of that pyramid of 
violent radicalization. In this sense, and as will be seen below, the role played by women in violence 
is still widely discussed and full of stereotypes, making it difficult to quantify precisely because of the 
omission of an assessment of the acts that take place at these other levels of the pyramid of radicaliza-
tion towards action. 
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 Popular convention has long denied women’s capacity for action as the primary source of vi-
olent acts and, if they are, it is associated with their relationship with a man - as mother, wife, widow 
or daughter - and the influence he exerts over them. This stereotype de facto strips her of an individ-
ual personality of her own, with her own complexities and contradictions as a human being (OSCE, 
2019, p. 44). This cliché may have been contributed to by the fact that female offending is somewhat 
exceptional: women constitute between 2% and 9% of the global prison population (Walmsley, 2017, 
p. 2). However, this data should not assume that, by nature, women are not violent or that they are 
immune to criminality. Coinciding with the growing emancipation of women in society, since 2000 
the increase in the number of female inmates in prisons has been 53%, which allows opening other 
fields of sociological and criminological research on the nature of violent feeling in men and women 
(Walmsley, 2017, p. 2; Cinelli, 2020).

 Throughout history, there have been situations in which women have participated in the ac-
tions of radical and violent groups without interference from a man and as part of an act of their 
own free will. For example, their participation in different extreme right-wing movements such as 
the Women’s Section of the Spanish Falange or in the organization Women of the Ku Klux Klan is 
widely known (International Museum of Women, n.d.; Michael, G., 2004). In addition, they have also 
been violently involved in groups such as ETA or the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(Pearson, 2018; Margolin, 2018). However, as in so many other scenarios, the recording and study of 
female participation in violent movements has been scarce and exceptional compared to that of men. 
This has favoured an academic field and popular thinking in which it is assumed that men are attack-
ers and women are victims (Pearson, 2018; Provost & Whyte, 2018). 

 Focusing on the extreme right, it is true that the scarce data found on female participation show 
very marginal involvement. For example, women were involved in 78 out of 150 consummated right-
wing extremist homicides between 1990 and 2012, but, in none of the cases, were they the executors 
of the act, but rather played secondary roles (González et al., 2014, p. 354). Nevertheless, the trend 
is upward. Data from 2020 show that women were more involved in extreme right related attacks in 
Europe during that year than in previous years (Ravndal et al., 2021, p. 14). In eleven of the 16 cases 
recorded in 2020, women were actively involved in violence perpetrated by a group and in four, wom-
en acted as the main aggressors.

 In this regard, it is worth differentiating, on the one hand, between violence organized by a 
group and/or movement and, on the other hand, that undertaken by a single individual or lone actor. 
Regarding the first case, we are referring to an extreme right-wing group where women are usually 
relegated to the performance of secondary acts such as fundraising, propagation of the discourse or lo-
gistical support. These types of tasks, necessary for the development of violence without constituting 
a violent act in itself is what Dauber (2017, p. 61) labels as “delegated violence.” In contrast, the man 
is the one who usually carries out the “direct violence” i.e., the one who executes the act. The fact that 
women engage in such “delegated violence,” which is significantly more complicated to record and 
quantify, presents itself as one of the main obstacles in measuring female involvement in the extreme 
right and highlights gender differences that should be considered in counterterrorism programs.
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 Furthermore, the marginalization of women to the execution of subsidiary roles is in line with 
what was mentioned above about the internal patriarchal hierarchy of these groups, going so far as 
to the extent that some specifically prohibit female participation in violent acts (Askanius, 2020, p. 
7; Dauber, 2017, p. 61). As primarily male-dominated groups, the execution of violence is seen as a 
symbol of masculinity and exaltation of their power. Therefore, before rejecting the idea that women 
can be as violent as men, it should be rethought whether it is the very patriarchal organization of the 
parties and the marginalization suffered by women within them that explains, in part, the lower par-
ticipation of women in extreme right terrorist acts.

 However, despite the importance of the movements as disseminators of an ideology, the casu-
istry shows that, in most cases, when the extreme right translates into terrorist acts, these are usually 
carried out by isolated individuals without a specific affiliation (Agius et al., 2020, p. 20). According 
to the Global Terrorism Index, almost 60% of extreme right attacks between 1970 to 2019 were per-
petrated by lone actors and up to a third of the perpetrators had been radicalized through the internet 
where there is a rise of conspiracy theories such as QAnon or The Great Replacement (The Institute 
for Economics & Peace, 2020, p. 65; Poulter, 2019). However, from Europol (2020, p. 19) they warn 
that the propaganda of the extreme right assumes as their own these acts committed by isolated indi-
viduals and elevates the perpetrators to the category of ‘saints’, a title that serves as an incentive for 
other individuals.

 The figure of the lone actor or autonomous individual appears almost homogeneously repre-
sented with the male as the object of study (see McCulloch et al., 2019), as if the possibility of this 
being a woman is completely ruled out. Empirical evidence supports this focus as, for example, to 
date the only perpetrators of mass attacks in Europe have been male (Ravndal et al., 2021). There are 
several theories and research that present some reasons to explain why women are less prone to lone 
perpetration. For example, Gonzalez et. al (2014, p. 347) collect several studies that suggest that, in 
the manifestation of anger or rage, women tend to hurt themselves before committing violent directed 
against others. In fact, Baer et al. (2017, p. 361) emphasize the fact that behaviours such as self-harm 
and eating disorders are factors present in the female universe of the extreme right. 

 It has also been noted that, in general, women tend to avoid risk and that, in the case of par-
ticipating in the commission of violent acts, they prefer material rather than human targets, i.e., they 
prioritize attacks against infrastructures, robberies or fires over those against people (González et. al, 
2014, p. 348; De Leede, 2021, p. 5). In addition, it has also been recorded how women incite men to 
commit a violent act, for example, accusing a foreign man of having harassed her, or their involve-
ment in verbal attacks or in the publication of inciting messages on social networks (De Leede, 2021, 
p. 7). In such cases, although they are indirect acts their violent nature should be considered as they 
are part of the pyramid of radicalization to action and the seriousness of the acts should be considered. 

 In short, much more casuistry and research is still needed to know in depth the behaviour and 
role of women in right-wing extremist violence. However, everything seems to indicate that the phe-
nomenon will increase in the coming years. Therefore, it is important to continue in the line of theo-
rizing with a gender perspective on terrorism and right-wing extremist violence in order to respond 
accordingly to this phenomenon and to raise awareness of the violent potential of women and the 
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different indirect ways in which they can be participants in right-wing extremist violence. 

5. Conclusions

 Throughout this paper we have presented various theories and research that have in common 
the fact that they have tried to open up a field of research on the extreme right and terrorism by focus-
ing on women. However, if anything has become clear in these pages, it is that female participation 
and their motivations in these scenarios remain under-studied at both the academic and institutional 
levels and, consequently, it represents a challenge to try to analyse this phenomenon. For this reason, 
McCauley and Moskalenko’s (2017) pyramid theory has been used to try to situate more precisely in 
which areas of radicalization women tend to develop.

 Reality is not single-coloured and, in a society in continuous change, what is certain is that ev-
ery day women break more barriers and break into more circles and, among them, it is to be expected, 
in that of violence. Consequently, if anything should be clear, it is that the commission of violent or 
terrorist acts by women should not be ruled out or, in other words, it should not be taken for granted 
that men are the only ones who commit these acts. To do so would be a mistake that weakens the 
security and counter-terrorism strategies of governments and organizations, as it creates blind spots 
that can be exploited by extremist organizations, especially in the current context in which female 
involvement is gradually on the rise. It is therefore necessary to get ahead of the facts and begin to 
invest more effort in understanding the phenomenon of women as individual and autonomous actors 
within the extreme right. 

 This paper has tried to visualize that it is not necessary to wait for the commission of a vio-
lent or terrorist act, that is, to reach the top of the pyramid, in order to focus attention on behaviours 
that are, in themselves, violent or that incite or facilitate them. Currently, the rise of influencers and 
spokespersons of extreme right-wing ideology of one gender or another, as well as the dissemination 
of different conspiracy theories are part of the process of recruiting new followers. The increased 
female presence in the faces of the extreme right, as well as the increase in the number of attacks 
in which they are involved, may be a sign that in the coming years we can expect more aggressions 
committed by women. 

 Consequently, it is important to begin to understand the gender implications of the radicaliza-
tion process and of extreme right terrorism and violence in order to incorporate both a qualitative and 
quantitative analysis of this phenomenon in which women are increasingly claiming their own space, 
not only as victims but also as perpetrators.
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1. Introduction

 Nearly two years after the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission reported to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) on 31 December 2019 the detection of a cluster of pneumonia cases (De la Corte 
and Summers, 2021:9) that later turned out to be cases of coronavirus, the spread of a threat began 
around the world, a virus that affected both the security and well-being of all societies and exposed 
the enormous vulnerabilities of health systems across the globe, endangering everyone in the world 
and thus becoming the greatest biological threat since the “Spanish flu” in the early 20th century (De 
la Corte and Summers, 2021:7).

 Terrorists have been forced to adapt to the new and unstable situation, while trying to take 
advantage of the uncertainties arising from the pandemic to advance their aims, factors which have 
led to great concern among counterterrorism specialists, as many had already exposed that the global 
health crisis would lead to an increase in the terrorist threat due to the “perfect storm” of the conver-
gence of existing extremist trends and the global spread of COVID-19 (Mullins, 2019:1).

 In this essay we will precisely analyze the possible trends that may arise from the impact of the 
global pandemic by COVID-19 in order to clarify whether it has worked (and continues to work) as 
a driver of terrorist activity, or on the contrary, whether it has acted as an inhibitor of it, considering 
the diversity of groups and ideologies within the terrorist phenomenon, which also do not show them-
selves with the same intensity or in the same way in all regions of the world1.

      2. Trends emerging from the impact of COVID-19 that could diminish the terrorist threat

 The COVID-19 pandemic has negatively affected the terrorist phenomenon, presenting vari-
ous challenges to different terrorist groups. Firstly, confinement, curfews and various social distanc-
ing measures have diminished the capabilities of terrorist groups in many respects (Ackerman and 
Hayley, 2020:59). 

 Specifically, terrorist organizations have found it more difficult to operate in public and exe-
cute attacks; they have suffered the inability to cause large numbers of deaths due to the prohibition of 
large crowds and thus to achieve a large impact; while they have had limited options for carrying out 
attacks that require moving operatives from one city or country to another due to travel restrictions; 
and there have been an increase of security controls at airports, ports, land borders, road limitations, 
and internal and international travel (De la Corte and Summers, 2021:14). In addition, there has been 
a decrease in recruitment activities, as violent extremists and jihadist groups used public spaces to 
conduct activities to attract new followers (United Nations Institute for Training and Research, 2021). 
A case in point is Europe, which in the years prior to the pandemic witnessed an exponential increase 
in attacks and is returning to more commensurate levels this year (Igualada, 2022:58). These difficul-
ties depend on the type of environment in which the different terrorist groups operate and where states 
1  In 2021, there were 7,142 casualties related to terrorism, a decrease of 1.2 per cent compared to 2020 (Global Terrorism Index, 2022: 
12). The country hardest hit once again was Afghanistan, in this case by jihadist terrorism, where there were 599 attacks and 3,169 fatalities ac-
companied by the Taliban takeover of Kabul, which represents a new historical milestone for global jihadism (Fernandez, 2022).
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have greater or lesser capacity to enforce restrictions (Mullins, 2020:6).

 Secondly, the COVID-19 pandemic has taken up a huge amount of media interest, diverting 
public attention away from other issues, including terrorism, leading to less visibility of the phenome-
non and therefore less publicity, which is essential for any terrorist group. This situation of less impact 
on the media and therefore on society inevitably leads to terrorists being less attracted to committing 
attacks (De la Corte and Summers, 2021:14), as capturing the media’s attention in the midst of a pan-
demic can be a complicated task. Many terrorists would therefore prefer waiting until the final stage 
of the pandemic to again maximize the impact of their attacks and gain a publicity footprint (Silke, 
2020), especially in those developed societies where pandemics are the norm. Even in communities 
where COVID-19 is hitting hard, but where there are more serious problems such as hunger, the fact 
that some terrorists carry out violent actions that further deteriorate the situation may lead to a further 
reduction in local support (Silke, 2020).

 Also, terrorists themselves may prefer not to become infected and take health measures, lead-
ing to a reduction in their movements by choice (De la Corte and Summers, 2021:14). For example, 
Daesh, through its magazine Al-Naba, disseminated information on security, cleanliness and health 
measures in order to protect its followers from COVID-19 (Bloom, 2020). Moreover, as actors ex-
posed to numerous types of infections, their ranks could be thinned, thus undermining their ability to 
prepare and execute attacks (UNITAR, 2021).

 Also, as a consequence of the economic impact of the pandemic, terrorist funding and financ-
ing may be indirectly affected due to the impending economic and financial crisis it may entail, thus 
reducing their operational capabilities (INTERPOL, 2020).

 If we combine such post-COVID-19 trends, which may diminish the terrorist threat, and taking 
into consideration the numerous counterterrorism successes around the world, we find several pieces 
of evidence for a possible reduction in terrorist violence. This is the case occurring in Southeast Asia: 
throughout 2021, counterterrorism forces in Indonesia have succeeded in pushing the Mujahidin In-
donesia Timur (MIT) group to the brink of disbandment, limiting the operational capacity of Jemaah 
Ansharut Daulah (JAD) and weakening the leadership and funding of Jemaah Islamiyah (Méndez, 
2022:105).

 

      3. Trends emerging from the impact of COVID-19 that could increase the terrorist threat

 Although COVID-19 may negatively affect terrorist groups, they may be trying to take advan-
tage of the pandemic in order to expand their violent activities (Antunez, 2021).

 Confinement and various restrictions can be exploited by terrorist groups in several ways. 
Firstly, due to the increased use of the Internet as a consequence of restrictions, terrorist groups have 
decided to increase propaganda and online activity, especially aimed at young people2 as they are the 
ones who stay online most often, with the aim of radicalizing and recruiting new members (UNITAR, 

2  In January 2020, the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) released a video entitled ‘The Empowerment Generation’ in which 
children and teenagers undergo physical training and religious indoctrination in order to show that there is a long-term strategy of counting on 
young people for the next generation of Daesh fighters.
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2021). Numerous states and agencies, such as the European Union, even include in their recent secu-
rity strategies the need to allocate more resources to online counterterrorism activity. For example, the 
New Spanish Security Strategy approved at the end of 2021 emphasizes online threats and cyberter-
rorism.

 Secondly, they have been able to take advantage of the lack of trust and credibility of the tra-
ditional media, which is perceived by sectors of the population as manipulative, and which has led 
some to seek alternative sources of information (Antúnez, 2021). This is where terrorist groups have 
taken it upon themselves to spread hoaxes and conspiracy theories, reinforcing their narrative and 
thus contributing to increasing polarization in society, with the ultimate aim of provoking radicaliza-
tion (Antúnez, 2021). According to Moghaddam’s theory, and as the time of confinement passes, the 
individual who was initially a sympathizer, having more time to surf the net, is likely to move up a 
level on the scale of radicalization to the point of justifying violent acts (De Francisco, 2020). 

 These groups claim to have the truth about the origin of COVID-19, and, for example, extreme 
right-wing actors blame governments on the one hand for using the pandemic to control citizens, and 
on the other hand, immigrants and foreigners as responsible for spreading the virus, increasing feel-
ings of xenophobia, which is very important in the initiation and development of many radicalization 
processes (Antúnez, 2021). In the case of Daesh or Al Qaeda, they claim that the virus is a “soldier of 
Allah”, a divine punishment to the enemies of Muslims (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
[UNODC], 2020) and blame governments for not being honest with the public about the numbers of 
deaths from COVID-19 (Bloom, 2020). Those on the far-left claim that the coronavirus is an inven-
tion to further protect or empower corporations and social elites (Ackerman and Hayley, 2020:62). 
All of this is multiplied by the malicious use of bots3 and the growth of the figure of “virtual soldiers”, 
dedicated to capturing, producing, translating or disseminating extremist propaganda and cybercrime 
(De Francisco, 2020), accelerating violent extremist narratives.

 Finally, in relation to confinements and various restrictions, terrorists can use them to plan and 
coordinate future attacks with greater precision, taking advantage of cyberspace, which increases the 
difficulties of early detection (De la Corte and Summers, 2021:12). In a similar vein, they can take 
advantage of the reduction of law enforcement personnel tasked with counter-terrorism due to the 
requirements of social distancing or the very spread of the virus among members of law enforcement 
agencies (Shortell, 2020).

 Another consequence of the pandemic has been the priority attention that states have given 
to combating it. At this point, terrorist groups may see an opportunity to strike, as attention to them 
has been minimized: for example, in the March 2020 edition of Al-Naba, Daesh called on its fight-
ers to carry out attacks while its enemies were still vulnerable (Silke, 2020). There is a danger that 
the impact of the pandemic will reduce the capabilities of the counterterrorism process worldwide 
(Ackerman and Hayley, 2020:66), as due to the major economic downturn caused by the health crisis, 
resources and budgets allocated to counterterrorism may be compromised both domestically and in-
ternationally. UN Secretary-General António Guterres has already warned about the situation in areas 
where, putting as an illustrative example the Sahel region, terrorist hotspots are constantly operating 

3  These are computer algorithms that automatically produce content, interact with humans on social networks and try to influence their 
opinion and behavior.
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and if troops or support for local security forces are withdrawn, the crises will be even greater (Silke, 
2020). France’s exit as an individual actor from Mali and the consequent conversion of Operation 
Barkhane4 into the new Takuba force could give terrorist groups greater scope for further expansion 
through local support by exploiting existing ethnic tensions and providing basic services to the popu-
lation (Global Terrorism Index, 2022: 15).

 In some countries where governments are unable to provide basic economic needs and health 
measures against the coronavirus, there exist a perfect opportunity for terrorist groups to intervene as 
providers of basic services in order to gain trust and recognition while increasing support (UNITAR, 
2021), projecting a compassionate and caring image (De la Corte and Summers, 2021:10). In Af-
ghanistan, for example, the Taliban promised safe access to their territory for health workers (Clarke, 
2020). In Lebanon, Hezbollah offered ambulances and sent members of the Islamic Health Society to 
dispense disinfectant in public spaces (Clarke, 2020). Also, the jihadist groups Lashkar-e Taiba and 
Jaish-e-Mohammed, which have a significant presence in the Indian region of Kashmir, provided es-
sential services and assistance to COVID-19 patients (Ackerman and Hayley, 2020:61). 

 It should be borne in mind that this “humanitarian aid” can be used as a cover to hide funding 
activities (Antunez, 2021), to reinforce their social status or to gain political legitimacy among the 
population to the detriment of the government (Clarke, 2020). The UN has expressed concern on 
several occasions about the terrorist’s use of revenues to fight the pandemic, for example through the 
creation of fundraising platforms under the guise of charitable donations (Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee Executive Directorate, 2021).  

 The pandemic has been able to resurrect interest in bioterrorism by virtue of the weaknesses 
and lack of preparedness demonstrated with the coronavirus, which have not gone unnoticed by ter-
rorists (Ackerman and Hayley, 2020:64). The use of the virus as a weapon can occur as part of an 
emotional outburst, especially among right-wing extremists (Silke, 2020), or it can also be used as 
part of a planned attack both against specific targets and indiscriminately with the aim of prolong-
ing or rekindling the pandemic (Ackerman and Hayley, 2020:64). The US Department of Homeland 
Security’s Federal Protective Service warned as early as February 2020 that some white supremacist 
groups had been discussing the possibility of using COVID-19 as a biological weapon (Intel Brief, 
2020).

 COVID-19 presents a perfect scenario for the theatre of terrorism, as a key strategy of terror-
ism directed to inflicting as much psychological damage as possible, which may motivate terrorist 
organizations to choose other targets of attack such as hospitals, supermarkets and other critical facil-
ities (Antunez, 2021). Prison raids and prisoner releases are also attractive targets for jihadist groups, 
taking advantage of state concerns about the global health crisis (Bloom, 2020). In fact, since the be-
ginning of the pandemic, there have been several prison raids to free jihadists, especially in countries 
such as the Democratic Republic of Congo and Syria5. 

 The instability and economic difficulties resulting from the pandemic together with the cur-
tailment of rights and freedoms (real or perceived) will increase the disagreement, rejection and op-

4  Operation conducted by the French Armed Forces and other local partner countries in the African region aimed at fighting terrorism and 
insurgent groups in the Sahel region.
5  One of the most recent examples is the assault on the Syrian prison of Hasakah by hundreds of Daesh members who laid siege to the 
prison for several days and managed to free many of the prisoners held there.
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position of a part of the population towards moderate politics (Antúnez, 2021), embracing violent 
extremist ideologies, thus increasing global polarization and distrust in governments, giving rise to a 
greater risk of violent radicalization.

 4. Conclusions

 Despite the analysis in this paper, it is not yet clear what the real impact of COVID-19 on the 
terrorist threat has been. Although it is susceptible to infection and its activities are disrupted by the 
various restrictions like the rest of the world, it must be taken into consideration that terrorism is a 
phenomenon that constantly manages to adapt to new circumstances.

 We can say that the rise of online propaganda is a reality, but we cannot yet observe whether 
there has been an increase in radicalization and to what extent this radicalization can lead to violent 
acts. States are focusing on eradicating disinformation that leads to an acceleration of violent extrem-
ist narratives and are reflecting this in their national security strategies.

 The practice of activities aimed at providing primary assistance by terrorist groups can also 
have an impact, particularly in fragile states at higher risk of terrorism or within vulnerable com-
munities by achieving valuable propaganda victories that build on a reputation as competent public 
servants, even if their true intent is armed violence.

 Despite the interest in the potential of bioterrorism in a pandemic context, there has been no 
discernible attempt to carry out such threats to date, as the capabilities required to develop a large-
scale, high-impact biological attack campaign are scarce. Instead, attention should be paid to the relo-
cation of targets in critical facilities. For example, prisons are a priority in Daesh’s strategy in Syria, 
as the release of prisoners has helped them to re-establish their presence in a region where they were 
mistakenly believed to have been defeated.

 With respect to the reduction in counterterrorism activity, there is no evidence that the pan-
demic has slowed down previous dynamics, as troop withdrawals from some areas existed before the 
pandemic began, as in the case of the French troops in Mali, and the attention paid to the jihadist threat 
by governments and the resources devoted to fighting it have not significantly diminished. Indeed, 
international cooperation will remain a key pillar in the fight against terrorism.

 The pandemic may have served as an enhancer of previously existing trends. While most of 
the changes in the jihadist threat that have occurred during the pandemic have been congruent with 
trends that existed prior to COVID-19, jihadist terrorism has sought to consolidate those spaces where 
it already exercised evident power, but it has also sought to expand into new spaces, compromising 
the national security of even more African countries. Increased jihadist activity in the Sahel is consol-
idating as the hub of global jihadist activity today, as it appears to be diminishing in countries such as 
Tunisia or Algeria. The new Taliban-led Afghan Emirate has been a milestone in jihadist terrorism, 
and it remains to be seen how this new situation will affect neighboring countries.

 As Andrew Silke puts it, “for the moment, terrorism cannot compete with COVID-19 in terms 
of threat” (Silke, 2020). Moreover, it should always be borne in mind that whether or not the terrorist 
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threat increases depend on many factors, not just the pandemic, and varies from one geographical area 
to another. Therefore, we can conclude that the pandemic has changed the world, but it has not caused 
any major mutation in the terrorist threat to date.
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   Las sectas de la yihad. 
      Yihadismo terrorista, 
        derecho y factor religioso

Yolanda Alonso

 

 
 Prof. López-Sidro presents an essential monograph that analyses and understands religious-
ly-based fundamentalist terrorism. Its complex mechanism of operation allows us to find character-
istics as diverse as those that come along sectarian groups and which, together with religious hues, 
allow us to identify these very specific violent groups. 

 For centuries, religion has been used as an excuse not only to achieve lawful objectives but 
also to perpetrate violent acts. The author starts from this essential premise: some beliefs, such as 
ideological convictions, become violent when religiosity is ideologized and, therefore, attempts are 
made to change reality through the use of force (p.13); in this sense, it is necessary to avoid identify-
ing religion and violence. 

 Framing the study of the violence associated with Islamic fundamentalism, one of the great 
concerns of our time, is crucial to understanding the whole framework that is hidden within the so-
called jihad. The study is presented with a perfect guiding thread in its analysis and in-depth study 
of jihad from a sectarian perspective. This is an innovative approach, as there are few studies that 
attempt to reflect the sectarian existence of the jihadist phenomenon. 

 The first two chapters are aimed at gaining a more complete understanding of jihadism. Thus, 
the content of the first chapter is fundamental for understanding the difficulty of separating the po-
litical from the religious – umma, the Islamic community that is inseparable in civilian and religious 
terms – from the two ideological movements that underpin it, Islamism and Salafism (p.21). It is also 
central to reach the essential core of the work: the sectarian nature of jihadism. 

 One of the most recognized concepts in the West for jihad is its reference to holy war as the 
message that Islamist terrorists claim as a justification for their violent activity. In this sense, and in 
a clear and perfect demonstration of his knowledge of jihadist terrorism, the author introduces us an 
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elaborate study of the so-called holy war in Islamic law (p.33 et seq.). Thus, for jihadist terrorists, vi-
olence justified on religious grounds would find its origin in religious norms within Islam. The Quran, 
the holy book for Muslims, contains not only their religious beliefs, but also other extremes that allow 
them to find control through the expansion of Islamic power, including the so-called violent jihad, 
which in particularly intransigent terms includes violence against non-Muslims. 

 Considering the importance of jihad in the Islamic tradition is what encourages the author to 
present the transformation of jihad into the so-called jihadism, a consequence of the different visions 
of Islamic law (p.51). The current jihad linked to Salafism seeks a profound religious purification by 
taking the essence of the original Islam. In order to understand this, the author intelligently sets out 
the theories of various leading figures in the development of the concept of jihad (pp. 55 et seq.), in-
cluding Hasan Al-Bana, founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, a group that is considered as the starting 
point for many terrorist groups. 

 Without finding an in-depth reference to the concept of jihad, the link between jihad and an 
instrumentalization of Islam is latent in the numerous judicial rulings analyzed, making it possible to 
visualize its link with terrorism and hence to affirm that “jihadism is an ideology made up of Islamic 
religious elements that are organized both to justify violence and to achieve, through it, objectives of 
domination and power over people and societies” (p.87). 

 The development of Islamic fundamentalism makes it possible to find typical features of de-
structive or coercive sects. From this perspective of study, the analysis of the sectarian nature of 
jihadism provides the author with an excellent opportunity to present the main characteristics that 
accompany and identify destructive sects and their possible application to jihadist groups. Likewise, 
the comprehensive framework for the study of sectarianism in jihad from the point of view of juris-
prudence stands out. 

 Among other extremes, it allows us to find the formation of closed and small groups, creating 
marginal groups that cause members to break away from their family and social environment (p.110); 
recruitment or proselytizing for jihad (even in the West), which is one of the distinctive aspects of ter-
rorist groups (p.116); the existence of a charismatic leader who promotes unconditional, submissive 
and obedient action (p.126), as well as having a pyramidal structure (p.129). Finally, the commission 
of certain criminal offences, in this case, the crimes associated with jihad are direct attacks on life and 
physical integrity. 

 However, among all the elements that characterize jihad, it is worth highlighting, on the one 
hand, the “religious appearance” under which the motivation to achieve other aims or objectives of an 
economic, political, etc. nature can often be concealed (p.100). Jihadist groups display their religious 
aims with full conviction through the use of Islamic symbolism and continuous appeals to their be-
liefs. Although Prof. López-Sidro concludes that “jihadist sects do not use a religious façade to pursue 
different ends, the ends are diverse; in this case, it is a fanatical religiosity that goes beyond the limits 
of public order” (p.104). On the other hand, and in close connection with what we have just indicated, 
the fanaticism that accompanies the existence of these jihadist groups is a fanaticism translated in an 
intolerant and violent attitude. 
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 Considering the abovementioned elements, and highlighting minimal differences between co-
ercive sects and terrorist groups, in general terms the former seek to impose a belief system while the 
latter pursue political objectives (p.154); the author concludes that “current jihadism is organized in 
the style of destructive sects and, even with their peculiarities, they are in line with most of the char-
acteristics that identify them” (p.157). 

 From this perspective of study, chapter three explores the relationship between jihadism and 
religious freedom and other related rights. 

 Firstly, and based on an in-depth jurisprudential analysis of the European Court of Human 
Rights and Spanish courts on the subject, the author considers how jihadism, as an actor making use 
of the powers of religious freedom, develops violence in its name. In this sense, he finds that in these 
judicial decisions there are few references to religious and ideological freedom related to jihadism 
(p.167), completely distancing the religious aims that jihad advocates. It is based, instead, on an 
ideologized religion, for example, the particular jihadist ideology of Daesh, but not on true religious 
freedom (p.169). 

 Secondly, and by affirming that there is no freedom of religion and belief without freedom of 
expression, the author states that terrorist jihadism can be considered a paradigm of hate speech due 
to the different aversions that it enunciates (p.174). For his analysis, he relies on different assumptions 
such as proselytizing and recruitment, in this sense, the propagation of faith through the incorporation 
of new followers is a way of spreading the message and beliefs for religions (p.181) and therefore, 
“the recruitment of members for jihadist groups and their subsequent integration, goes through a pro-
cess of religious indoctrination and glorification of terrorist actions” (p.184). Considering the judicial 
decisions provided, he refers to the classification of jihadist propaganda content (pp.189 et seq.). 

 Another point highlighted is the importance of imams in the recruitment of followers and lead-
ership of the jihad and mosques as places of worship and meeting places. He also focuses attention 
on other elements such as clothing and external appearance, which are sometimes associated with 
the radicalization of ideas. In this sense, he places freedom of education as a right whose role can be 
fundamental and positive, contributing to the assimilation of tolerant positions, ideas uprooted from 
hatred and the assumption of moderate and peaceful measures that promote coexistence in a plural 
society as opposed to the dissemination of radical ideas and fanatical indoctrination (p.232).  

 Finally, the fourth and last chapter highlights the relation between the state and Islam through 
collaboration between the public authorities and the Muslim religion in order to effectively combat 
the jihadist terrorist phenomenon. 

 In view of the above, we are in the presence of a perfectly systematized work that first of all 
refers to the complexity of the jihadist phenomenon with a terminology that, by-passing the more 
technical aspects, facilitates its understanding, from general elements to base and support the more 
specific study of it. We must highlight the large number of jurisprudential decisions that contribute a 
positive and profound aspect to the study. In short, we are in the presence of a reference monograph 
within the legal field and within the framework of State Ecclesiastical Law for the study of the jihadist 
phenomenon.
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History of terrorism
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El acontecimiento

 On October 13, 1977, at 13:55 local time, Lufthansa flight LH181 took off from Palma de 
Mallorca airport, with 87 passengers and five crew members on board, with destination Frankfurt. It 
was a routine and usual flight, since the German colony on the Balearic Island was already numerous 
in those years, and the flight took off without major incident. However, at approximately 14:30, when 
the Boeing 737-200 was flying over Marseille, the air traffic control present in the nearby town of 
Aix-en-Provence detected an unusual change of course from the planned trajectory. 

 On board the aircraft, four members of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), 
sent and led by the Red Army Fraction (RAF, Rote Army Fraktion), hijacked the aircraft. The cell, ca-
lling itself the “Martyr Halima” Commando (as a tribute to Brigitte Kuhlmann, alias Halima, founder 
and member of the Revolutionäre zellen who died the previous year in Operation Entebbe after her 
participation in the hijacking of Air France Flight 139), was composed of four members, two men and 
two women: the leader, Lebanese, Zohair Youssif Akache, Palestinian Souhailah Andrawes Sayeh, 
and Lebanese Nabil Ibrahim Harb and Hind Alameh.

Hijacking of Lufthansa flight 181 
(October 13-18, 1977)

From left to right the hijackers of the plane: Akache, Sayeh, Harb, and Alameh.
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 It is important to explain the context in which this hijacking took place. Framed within what 
would become known as the “German Autumn” (a series of attacks carried out by the RAF in the 
preceding months in which several important German figures were kidnapped and assassinated), the 
hijacking took place as a reprisal action against the German government for the recent capture of the 
RAF leadership, in an attempt by the RAF to force the government to negotiate the release of their 
imprisoned comrades.

 Returning to Flight 181, Akache, alias “Captain Mahmud”, burst gun in hand into the cockpit 
of the Boeing, which was commanded by Jürgen Schumman with Jürgen Vietor as co-pilot. The hi-
jacker demanded that the commander divert the plane to Larnaca, Cyprus, but the commander warned 
him that they did not have enough fuel to make it that far, so the attackers decided to head for Rome’s 
Fiumicino airport to refuel.

 Once in Rome, where flight 181 landed at approximately 15:45, the first demands were made 
by the attackers. On the one hand, they claimed to be acting on behalf of the RAF, and demanded 
from the German government the immediate release of ten imprisoned comrades, as well as that of 
other Palestinian militants who were in Turkey. In addition, they also demanded the delivery of fifteen 
million dollars.

 While these demands were being made, the German and Italian Ministers of the Interior had 
different views on how to deal with the kidnapping. While the German minister asked the Italian mi-
nister to have his security forces shoot out the plane’s tires to prevent it from taking off, the Italian 
minister thought it would be better to refuel the aircraft so that it would leave his territory, and that is 
how it happened. With Vietor at the controls, and spurred on by Akache, the Boeing took off from Fiu-
micino without even having obtained permission from the control tower, setting course for Cyprus, 
where it would arrive at 20:30 in the evening. There, a representative of the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization (PLO) unsuccessfully tried to negotiate with the hijackers for the release of the hostages. 
Akache took the opportunity to refuel the plane and tried to head for Beirut, but was denied a flight by 
the controllers, who told him that the airport was blocked. He then decided to head for Damascus, but 
was also denied landing, so, after also trying Baghdad, Iraq, and Kuwait, where they were not allowed 
to land either, the flight finally landed in Bahrain, even though they were not allowed to enter either, 
but the fuel shortage caused one of the controllers to assign a runway approach course.

 After a brief stop of a couple of hours during which the plane was refueled, at 3:30 a.m. Flight 
181 took off again, this time bound for Dubai. As had happened at previous destinations, Dubai was 
no exception and tried to prevent the plane from landing on its territory by all means, even blocking 
the runway with trucks. Commander Schumman’s appeal that because they were running out of fuel 
he would try to land anyway, prompted the Dubai authorities to remove the trucks to allow the Luf-
thansa flight to land.

 A series of events unfolded in Dubai would precipitate the outcome of the hijacking days later. 
On the one hand, German anti-terrorist forces, with the newly created GSG-9, prepared to storm the 
plane, to which the Emirati government agreed, but this option was finally rejected, after assessing 
that more drills and training exercises were necessary. On the other hand, Schumman revealed over 
the radio the number of hijackers, which beyond unleashing the wrath of Akache and his companions, 
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gave clues to the authorities on how to properly prepare an assault and rescue operation. The flight 
remained parked on the runway for a couple of days due to various mechanical breakdowns and 
necessary maintenance operations, during which time the hijackers requested the airport control to 
empty the toilets, as well as the delivery of food, liquids, and medicine for the hostages.

 Once again in the air, this time the hijackers decided to head for Oman, but it was impossible, 
and Saudi Arabia also blocked the Riyadh airport, which resulted in the plane ending up in Aden, 
South Yemen. The Yemenis had blocked the runway with military vehicles in an attempt to prevent 
the landing, but seeing that they had no other options, and already out of fuel, Schumman and Vietor 
flew over the city, expending fuel to make a safer emergency landing on a dirt runway in the vicinity 
of the airport, leaving the aircraft more or less unscathed and without serious damage as a result of 
this desperate maneuver. 

 The Aden authorities demanded that the hijackers leave, but the pilots doubted this possibility 
after the emergency landing. Akache authorized Schumman to check the aircraft, but Schumman was 
absent for too long, without explanation, and upon his return, he was executed by Akache with a shot 
to the head in full view of the rest of the passengers.

One of the moments when food and beverages were being delivered at Dubai 
airport.
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 After the assassination, the co-pilot Vietor, despite the existence of damage to the engines due 
to the dust absorbed in the emergency maneuver and the landing gear, took the risk of taking off, ma-
naging to take off towards the Somali capital, Mogadishu, where he would make his last stop, landing 
at 6:34 local time on October 17, 1977.

 Such was Vietor’s skill in taking off, flying, and landing in the conditions that the aircraft was 
in, that Akache decided to let him go, inviting him to leave the plane. However, the co-pilot decided 
to remain on board with the rest of the crew and passengers.

 The body of Schumann, who had remained on board since his murder in Aden, was dumped on 
the runway, and the hijackers gave an ultimatum to the German government, declaring a deadline of 
16:00 local time for the RAF prisoners and the two PFLP members to be released and taken to Moga-
dishu, or they would blow up the plane, killing all the hostages. The German authorities indicated that 
they would meet the hijackers’ demands, but that this time frame was unfeasible, given the distance 
to Somalia, so the deadline was extended to 2:30 a.m. on October 18, 1977.

 At the same time, the heads of the German and Somali governments, Chancellor Schmidt and 
President Barré, were negotiating the entry of the GSG-9 assault group, which landed a few minutes 
after 0:00 am local time on a specially chartered flight. Consisting of a squadron of 30 members, the 
anti-terrorist commando was fully prepared to attempt the rescue operation, which was to be christe-
ned “Feuerzauber” (Magic Fire).

 With only 30 minutes remaining, the hijackers were informed that their RAF and PFLP collea-
gues had arrived in Cairo, where their plane was being refueled to continue their journey to Mogadi-
shu.

 Meanwhile, the GSG-9 members, divided into six small squads of five men each, advanced 
towards the rear of Flight 181, taking advantage of a blind spot that was out of sight of the hijackers, 
carrying ladders that would be used to access and open the aircraft’s emergency doors. While this was 
happening, Somali armed forces prepared a diversionary maneuver by lighting a fire a few meters 
away from the aircraft to attract the attention of the terrorists.
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 At that point, GSG-9 operators stormed the aircraft through its emergency doors, throwing 
blinding grenades. After a brief exchange of gunfire, Harb and Alameh were killed, and Sayeh and 
Akache were wounded, the latter dying hours later of his wounds. As for the hostages, three passen-
gers and a crew member were also wounded in the crossfire, but later recovered. The Feuerzauber 
operation had taken only five minutes and was concluded at 2:12 a.m. local time, a complete success. 
The head of the operation, Colonel Ulrich Wegener, radioed a coded message to the head of the Ger-
man government, reporting that the operation had gone well: “Frühlingszeit! Frühlingszeit!” (German 
for “spring”, the code word used to report that the operation was going well). Minutes later, the ba-
lance was reported: “four terrorists eliminated, all hostages safe, five slightly wounded, including a 
member of the GSG-9”.

Evacuation of the wounded following the GSG-9 assault on the Boeing 737-200 
operating Lufthansa Flight 181.
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In memory of the victims

The survivors of terrorism

Inés Gaviria

 It is often said, and with good reason, that those injured in terrorist attacks in Spain have been, 
for decades, the great forgotten ones of this phenomenon that has marked the recent history of our 
country. It was not until 2019 that the first comprehensive study was published on those injured by 
terrorism in Spain, which was reflected in the work Heridos y olvidados (Wounded and Forgotten), 
by Javier Marrodán and María Jiménez. This research work registered almost 5,000 terrorism sur-
vivors in Spain, and the data is accompanied by testimonies from the victims themselves, who told 
the two journalists how their daily lives were conditioned forever since the attack took place. Indeed, 
the attacks by ETA, jihadist terrorism and other groups of all kinds that have acted in our country 
have left thousands of injured people forced to live the rest of their lives with the consequences of 
the attacks. Gaizka Fernández Soldevilla documented that up to sixty different terrorist groups have 
had a presence in our country from 1960 up to the present day. The wounded are the survivors of the 
brutality of all this terrorism offences and, unfortunately, most of them have not only had to deal with 
the aftermath of terror, but also with social and institutional oblivion. We dedicate this issue of RIET 
to all the survivors of terrorism, through the stories of four specific victims. We thank them for their 
courage and example, for their efforts to live despite the fact that, as Florencio Domínguez says in the 
foreword to Heridos y olvidados, “nothing is the same after an attack. You don’t go back to square 
one as if nothing had happened. Sometimes, just the mere memory becomes a cause for suffering”.

In colaboration with:
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Editorial Policy

About RIET

 The Revista Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo (RIET), is an electronic e-journal 
publica tion born from the pivotal idea of offering investigators a platform through which to publish 
academic articles related to the study of terrorism from any of its different approaches and perspectives 
(anti-terrorist strategies, security, prevention of violent radicalism, intelligence, etc.). The journal will 
provide fle xibility in terms of content, style and length of the articles, without neglecting professional 
academic standards. 
 The research articles and other contents of the journal will be reviewed by members of the 
Scientific Committee, academic experts and external professionals, prior to publication. They will 
provide the authors feedback, corrections, and pertinent notes if necessary. 
Published four times a year, RIET intends to become a reference journal for those seeking to publish 
academic papers either in Spanish or English languages. RIET also intends to place itself as a priority 
option for consultation for the Spa nish-speaking public seeking contrasted quality content in the field 
of terrorism. 
 RIET is an initiative of the Observatorio Internacional de Estudios sobre Terrorismo (OIET) 
initiative. All RIET con tent is accessible through the following website:
https://observatorioterrorismo.com/revistariet/

Publication criteriaPublication criteria

 Scientific rigor is a must on all articles and reviews sent to the journal. They have be original 
do cuments not being previously published or submitted for review in any other publication, journal 
or website. Articles related to the study of terrorism from any of its multiple approaches will be 
accepted. 
 The evaluation system of the content submitted will undergo a peer review, gua ranteeing the 
author’s anonymity. Said review will be done by two members of the Scientific Com mittee or external 
specialists. The suitability of the subject, originality of the content, contribution in academic terms 
and its scientific rigor will be subject to evaluation. 
 The evaluators will present their opinions on the content, deciding whether it meets the con-
ditions required to be published or if modifications are needed. In the case that the analyzed text does 
not meet the minimum requirements they may also decide it is not valid for publication. 
 The author will be informed of the reception of the article within a week. The evaluation 
process will take less than eight weeks from the moment the article is received. For those articles that 
must under go modifications, they will have ten more days as from the author is informed thereof. 
The final version will be then reevaluated. In these cases, corrections should me limited to errors, 
restricting the possibility of adding content. 
 About the periodicity, the journal will be published every four months. There will be three 
annual issues published in the first week of the months of April, August and December. The deadline 
for submissions will be three months before the publication of each issue. If the content is received 
later than the stipulated date, it will be incorporated into the review for the next issue. 
 The submission of the original manuscripts must be sent to the Editorial Team through the 
e-mail jy@observatorioterrorismo.com. The e-mail must be carbon copied (CC) to the following 
address:  c@observatorioterrorismo.com.
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Instructions for authors

– The papers can be written both in Spanish and English.
– The papers must comply with the spelling standards of the Royal Spanish Academy, following the 2019 
update of the 2010 edition.
– The minimum length of scientific articles will be 4,000 words, and the maximum 5,000, excluding referen-
ces and footnotes. The latter should not exceed 2,000 words. Every article must include a maximum 200-word 
abstract, and maximum 5 keywords. Both the abstract and the keywords must be included in Spanish and 
English. Bibliographic reviews will have a maximum length of 1,500 words.
– The structure of scientific articles must be:
 • Title, centered.
 • Name of the author or authors along with their institutional affiliation under the title and   
 with the surnames in capital letters.
 • Introduction
 • Main sections must be numbered and highlighted in bold (1.), the first one being the   
  introduction.
 • Second level sections must be numbered and in italics (1.1).
 • Third level sections must be numbered and underlined (1.1.).
 • Conclusions
 • Bibliographic references arranged alphabetically.
– The text must follow Arial 12 style with 1.5 line spacing. Double space will not be used except in the heading 
of each main section. Tabs will be avoided, with exceptions. The paper must present a justified alignment.
– Citations longer than four lines must be tabulated and spaced from the upper and lower paragraphs.
– The citation model will be based on APA format, adding in the text in parentheses the surname(s) of the au-
thors along with the year of publication of the work and the page, if necessary (Example: González, 2015:35). 
It will be fully cited in the final section of bibliographic references. Footnotes will be reserved for clarifica-
tions, comments or punctuations, and used with moderation.
– Numerically ordered tables or graphs may be included. All of them must have a short description beginning 
with FIGURE X. (Example: FIGURE 4. EVOLUTION TABLE OF ATTACKS). It will be necessary to indi-
cate the origin of the source at the end of the description, whether it is from another author or self-elaborated 
(Example: SOURCE: own elaboration).

Copyright

All published content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. 
- The authors will keep their copyright and guarantee the magazine the right of first publication of his work.
- Authors may publish their work in other media or magazines, provided RIET is indicated as the original 
source of their work. 
- The authors may give public diffusion of their work through their institutions, Internet channels or other 
means assigned for the diffusion of knowledge, as long as the original source is correctly cited. 
- The authors are responsible of obtaining the necessary licenses and permissions for all material included in 
their work that requires them to do so.
- Authors will not make any payment for the evaluation/publication of their articles in RIET. 

 Two files must be sent in Word format, one including the author’s name, professional affiliation 
and a brief description of the author’s CV at the footer, and the other with an anonymous version of 
the paper.
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Open and free access policy
With the aim of contributing to the dissemination of knowledge among specialists and the general public, 
RIET is an open and free access academic platform. 
All published content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
Copying, distribution and public communication is permitted as long as the author of the text and the source 
are cited, and the citation that accompanies each article is recommended. No commercial use or derivative 
works can be made. The rights of the published articles belong to their authors.
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